
 
Special Board Meeting  
July 1, 2019, 6:00 PM 

401 Thatcher Avenue, River Forest, Illinois 
 

Agenda 
 

The River Forest Park District was created to acquire, develop and preserve recreational open 
space and park facilities. The District cooperates with other governmental agencies, 

community-based organizations and local private institutions to develop and maintain sports 
programs, recreational services and park facilities to benefit all residents of the Village. 

 
1. Call to Order 

 
2. Roll Call – Brown, Cargie, Healy, Libera, and Roloff 

 
The purpose of this Special Meeting is to solicit Public Comment and for possible board action on 
the proposal to replace the Keystone baseball and softball clay infields with synthetic turf.  Any 
Public Comment is welcomed.   
 

3. Public Comment 
 

4. Old Business 
 
a. Keystone Infield Enhancement Project/Synthetic Turf Discussion 
b. Priory Park/William Street Entrance Path Improvement 
 

5. Adjournment 



 River Forest Park District 

Memo 
To: Board of Commissioners 

From: Michael Sletten 

Date: 7/1/19 

Re: July Board Report 

 
July 1st Special Board Meeting 

 
President Roloff will make a 3-minute Power Point presentation on the Keystone Infield Enhancement Proposal, 
followed by Public Comment on the proposal or any other issues.  There will be a 3-minute time limit per person and 
no person shall allocate their time to or speak for another person.  Any written comments from individuals not present 
shall be presented to the Board without any further comment. 

 
Keystone Infield Enhancement Project 
 
Action possible to approve/reject the Keystone Infield Enhancement Proposal as submitted. 

 
Priory Park Entry Enhancement 
 
At the June 17th Board Meeting, Commissioner Brown suggested the use of brick pavers to replace the asphalt path at the 
Priory Park William Street entrance.  This section of path is an entry point for Park District and contractor vehicles, and will 
need to be designed and built to handle the size and weight of a loaded semi truck.  Our paths are typically 8’ wide; however, 
this path will be designed 10’ wide.  The dimension of the path to be replaced is 270’x10.  In either option, the existing asphalt 
and gravel base will have to be removed.  The rough costs for the 2 path options are: 
 

• Asphalt Path:  $20,000 ($7.41/ SF) 
• Brick Pavers:  $80,000 – $95,000  ($29.63/ SF) 

 
There is a MWRD Green Infrastructure Grant available for the use of brick pavers.  MWRD makes the determination on how 
much grant money to award; however, it would not exceed 50% and we should expect a lesser percentage.  The grant only 
includes construction costs.  Engineering and design fees are not included.   As part of the project we would have to include 
the development of a 1,000 SF bio-swale at an estimated cost of $20,000.  We would also have to hire an engineer to survey 
and design the path and bio-swale at an estimated cost of $10,000.  The deadline to submit an application for the grant is 
August 9, 2019.   
 
If the Board selects brick pavers, this surface is susceptible to weed growth between the bricks, and staff would recommend 
the use a broadleaf herbicide for control.  
 
In the interim, to address the low asphalt area that puddles at William Street, a contractor will be removing the first 50’ of 
asphalt and filling with limestone screening.  This is scheduled for mid-July. 
 
Action possible to approve the replacement of the Priory Park William Street  asphalt path with asphalt or brick 
pavers. 
 
 
 

 
 





































































KEYSTONE INFIELD ENHANCEMENT PROJECT 

 

Project Currently Under Consideration 
 
 

• Expand the size of the Keystone girls’ and boys’ 
infields to accommodate Little League’s 50’/70’ field 
dimension play. 

• Convert both the Keystone girls’ softball and boys’ 
baseball infields to synthetic turf. 

 
Benefits of an expanded infield: 
 
• Allows RFYBS more versatility in the use of the 

fields. 
• Allows the Park District to increase the size of their 

co-ed softball program, add a men’s softball 
program, add a kickball program, and increase 
summer camp opportunities. 

• Maximize the use of the athletic field lights. 
 
Benefits of synthetic turf: 
 
• Significantly reduces the possibility of rainouts, and 

allows for expanded scheduling.  
• Allows the Park District and its affiliate sports 

groups the opportunity to utilize/program the fields 
year round. 
 

1 



KEYSTONE INFIELD ENHANCEMENT PROJECT 

No impact to the grass soccer field 
 

The 50’/70’ Little League infield dimension would: 

 

• Expand the Keystone girls’ infield/outfield edge by 
approximately 12’ (lower right). 

• Expand the Keystone boys’ infield/outfield edge by 
approximately 2’ (upper left). 

 

With a slight realignment, the same-sized grass soccer 
field still fits between the two clay infields.  
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KEYSTONE INFIELD ENHANCEMENT PROJECT 

Keystone Girls’ Clay Infield  

After Heavy Rain 

Keystone Girls’ Clay Infield 

After Normal Rain 
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KEYSTONE INFIELD ENHANCEMENT PROJECT 

River Forest Youth Baseball and Softball  
Proposal: 

 

In August 2017, RFYBS proposed converting the Keystone 
girls’ softball clay infield to synthetic turf.   

 

• Allows the infield to be used immediately after a 
rain, and in most cases after a heavy rain.  
Decreases cancellation of games and practices. 

– In 2019, the two Keystone infields were 
closed 16 days and required 125 additional 
man hours and $2,886 in field dry material. 

• Reduces labor, materials, and inherit delay in 
preparing infields after a rain. 

 

RFYBS has offered a $50,000 donation toward this 
synthetic turf proposal.  
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KEYSTONE INFIELD ENHANCEMENT PROJECT 

Estimated Project Costs 
 

Cost to convert girls’ infield to synthetic turf:       $125,700 
Cost to convert boys’ infield to synthetic turf:      $114,000 
Synthetic Turf Groomer :               $    6,750 
 
Total:               $246,450 
 
A $50,000 contingency will be budgeted to the project to account for any storm water mitigation requirements dictated 

by the Metropolitan Water and Reclamation District (MWRD).  
 
Total Project Budget:      $296,450 

 

Annual Revenue/Savings to Offset the Synthetic Turf Infield Cost 
 

Estimated annual labor and material savings to the Park District (2019 data):  $   5,000 
Estimated annual labor and material savings to RFYBS (2019 data):   $   5,000 
RFYBS Head Fee:      $   6,000 
Estimated Net Revenue from New Park District Programming*:   $ 13,400 
 
Total Estimated Annual Revenue/Savings:    $ 29,400 
 
* New Park District programming includes expanded co-ed softball, new men’s softball, and new kickball leagues; 

expanded summer camp programs. 
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KEYSTONE INFIELD ENHANCEMENT PROJECT 

The Synthetic Turf Timeline 
 

2014   
• BOC identifies synthetic turf as a possible amenity and lists a $1.5 million unfunded project for Centennial Park in 

the Capital Improvements Budget.   
 
2017 
• August: RFYBS proposes converting the Keystone girls’ clay infield to synthetic turf and offers a $50,000 donation 

toward the project.   
• October: MWRD responds to a RFPD question on storm water drainage as part of the RFYBS proposal. 
• December: Former Commissioner Kuzmich is appointed BOC Liaison to a Synthetic Turf Committee.  The 

Committee begins touring facilities and researching synthetic turf. 
 
2018 
• March: Staff notifies the BOC that due to heavy field demand, the practice of rotating grass fields for rest is no 

longer an option.  
• August: A Synthetic Turf Report from individual members serving on the Village Sustainability Commission is 

presented to the BOC. 
• October: The Synthetic Turf Committee presents a report to BOC as a starting point for discussion.  The report 

includes a recommendation to expand the infield size on both the Keystone girls’ and boys’ infields, and 
converting both clay infields to synthetic turf as a best use of resources. 

• October-December: The Synthetic Turf Committee addresses numerous BOC and resident questions regarding 
converting the Keystone girls’ and boys’ clay infields to synthetic turf. 

 
2019 
• March: A FAQ document is posted discussing expanding the size of the Keystone girls’ and boys’ infields and 

converting the clay infields to synthetic turf.   
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KEYSTONE INFIELD ENHANCEMENT PROJECT 

Synthetic Turf Cross Section 
 

A synthetic field has 5 components (from the base up): 

 

• A drain pipe system on a compacted surface. 

• 6”-8” gravel base. 

• 2” crumb rubber layer. 

• Synthetic turf. 

• Mineral composite infill. 

 

On the girls’ infield, the 8” stone base and 2” crumb 
rubber layer infill is estimated to have enough 
water holding capacity to store the storm water 
that collects after most rains.  The synthetic turf 
surface would remain dry and ready for play.  This 
estimate is based on field observations by WT 
Engineering. 
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KEYSTONE INFIELD ENHANCEMENT PROJECT 

Synthetic Turf/Grass Edge Transition Synthetic Turf/Dugout Edge Transition 
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KEYSTONE INFIELD ENHANCEMENT PROJECT 
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