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Profile District and Community Profile: The River Forest Park District of lllinois is duly organized and
operates under the provisions of the lllinois Park District Code (70ILCS 1-1 through 13-9¢e), compiled as
part of the lllinois Compiled State statutes.

Chartered: In 1913, the residents of River Forest created a unit of local government to provide for the
community’s recreational and park interests. The establishment of the River Forest Park District and
election of its first Commissioners took place in 1913.

Governance: A community-elected non-partisan Board of Commissioners consisting of five (5) members
constitutes the governing board of the River Forest Park District. Commissioners are elected to four (4) -
year terms and serve without compensation.

Officers: The Commissioners elect from among themselves a President and a Vice President to serve one
(1)-year terms.

Appointed Officials: The Park Board of Commissioners appoint a Treasurer, Secretary, Executive Director,
and the Attorney. The Executive Director serves as the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) for the Park District
and carries out the policies of the Board.

Boundaries: The Park District currently encompasses 2.5 square miles covering the Village boundaries of
River Forest.

Demographics: The Park District’s population is approximately 11,700 and the number of households is
4,400. According to the United States Census (2020 estimates), the percent of persons under age 18 is
24.41%, the median age is 40.8 years, and the percent of the population over 65 is 17.3%. The median
household income is $193,171 and per capita income is $79,929 (2020 dollars).

Real Estate: The equalized assessed valuation (EAV) of real estate for 2023 is $753,085,077.

Tax Rate: The tax rate for levy year 2023 is 0.257 per $100 of assessed value.

Fiscal Year Budget: The budget for 2024 is $4,004,295. The fiscal year is May 1 to April 30.

Park Resources: The Park District manages 28.5 acres of parkland within 10 parks ranging in size from
small neighborhood parks to large parks with facilities for baseball, softball, soccer, tennis, pickleball,

platform tennis, basketball and playgrounds.

Programs and Services: The District offers a diversity of recreational opportunities including adult, youth
and tot sports and general interest programs; summer camps; a platform tennis facility; and special



events. The District is also a member of the West Suburban Special Recreation Association, which
provides recreational services for children and adults with disabilities.

Organizational Structure and Staffing: The District has ten functional areas that include Parks &
Facilities, Recreation, Finance & HR, Administration Support, and Marketing & Communications. The Park
District currently employs 8 full-time and approximately 50 part-time and seasonal workers.

Affiliations: The Park District is a member of the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA)}, the
lllinois Association of Park Districts (IAPD), the Illinois Park and Recreation Association (IPRA), and the
West Suburban Special Recreation Association.

Awards:
e  GFOA Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting (2012-2021).
e Park District Risk Management Association Loss Control Review Award (Level A accreditation)

River Forest Park District History: The River Forest Park District was organized in the summer of 1913 for
the purpose of establishing small parks and recreation grounds for the growing village. At the election
held on July 31, 1913, 644 ballots were cast. Of these, 395 votes in favor of setting up of the new Park
District and 249 voted against it. Judge John E. Owens canvassed the election and entered a decree
declaring the District organized. Five commissioners were elected who then voted Robert L. Benson the

first Board president.

From 1913 until 1992, the Park District served in a capacity as the main provider of outdoor recreation
facilities in the community, with the Playground and Recreation Commission of the Village of River Forest
primarily responsible for providing public recreational programming during that time.

On March 23, 1992, the Village of River Forest approved an ordinance providing for the merger and
assumption of functions of the Playground and Recreation Commission of the Village of River Forest by
the Park District. Additionally, the ordinance authorized the Park District to assume the tax levy for the
"Playground and Recreation Tax," previously levied by the Village. The Park Board ratified this agreement
in April of 1992. Since then, the Park District has had the sole responsibility for providing public
recreation programs in the Village.

From 1992 until the present, the Park District has seen steady growth in terms of park acquisition and
development projects, coupled with tremendous growth in programming opportunities for children,
teens, and adults.

FUNCTIONAL SUBDIVISIONS

River Forest Park District Residents
Board of Park Lommissioners ——— Attorney
Executive Dlirector 1FT
I ' _! |
Parks & Planning 4 FT Recreation 2FT Finance & HR

Administrative Support 1FT Marketing & Communication



LOCTION OF DISTRICT OFFICE
Administrative Office, 401 Thatcher Avenue, River Forest, Illinois 60305. Phone: (708) 366-6660 X101
BOARD OF COMMISSIONER

A community-elected non-partisan Board of Commissioners consisting of five (5) members constitutes
the governing board of the River Forest Park District. Commissioners are elected to four (4) - year terms
and serve without compensation.

Michael (Mike) Grant, President: Term Expired 2025
Lynn Libera, Vice-President: Term Expires 2027
Dennis Healy, Treasurer: Term Expires 2027
Carl Bade: Term Expires 2025
Daniel Roche: Term Expires 2027
Michael Sletten, Secretary

External Organization Representation (Approved May, 2024): To ensure that the Board is represented
on Board and Commissions of external organizations with which the District has a formal agreement, the
Board may appoint liaisons or individual representatives to these Boards and Commissions at the first
regular meeting after the Board’s Annual Meeting, including, but not limited to, the following:

West Suburban Special Recreation Association
Village Collaboration Committee

Village

Library

Schools

Affiliates

All appointments expire at the next Annual Meeting.
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT REQUESTS

The District will disclose public records as required by the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) pursuant to
the lllinois Open Meetings Act 5 ILCS 120. The District can deny a request for records that are specifically
exempt from coverage under the Act, including information that would constitute an unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy or a compromise of security.



SUBMITTING A FOIA REQUEST

To review a record, a person must submit a request in writing via personal delivery, mail, or email. The
requestor must clearly state if the request is going to be used for commercial purposes (for the sale,
resale or solicitation or advertisement for sales or services). Requests can be submitted via the following

means:

e Drop-off or Mail: River Forest Park District FOIA Request Administration Office, 401 Thatcher
Avenue, River Forest, lllinois 60305
e E-Mail: msletten@rfparks.com

All requests must be submitted in writing to the attention of the Michael Sletten, Freedom of
Information Act Officer. Applicants may use the River Forest Park District FOIA Request Form available at
http://www.rfparks.com, or may submit their own written request for records. Applicants choosing not
to use the provided form must provide their full name, current address, phone number, a detailed
account of the documents they are requesting and whether or not they are requesting the documents

for commercial use.
FOIA OFFICER

The River Forest Park District appointed FOIA Officer is the Executive Director, Michael Sletten. Their
responsibilities include receiving information requests from the public and sending responses in
compliance with FOIA.

RESPONSE TIME FOR FOIA REQUESTS

Within five business days after the date the District receives the request, one of the designated FOIA
officers reviews and responds to the request. Beyond the five business days, the FOIA Officer can extend
the response time for no more than five additional business days. Requests made for commercial
purposes can be extended for no more than twenty-one additional business days. The time period can
only be extended if the requested information:

Is stored at a different location

Requires the collection of a substantial number of documents or an extensive search

Has not been located

Needs to be reviewed further by staff to determine whether the information is exempt from

FOIA

Cannot be produced without unduly burdening the public body or interfering with its operations

e Requires the public body to consult with another public body that has substantial interest in the
requested subject matter

e Both parties agree in writing to an extension specifying when the request will be filled

When additional time is required for any of the reasons above, the Officer must, within 5 business days
after the receipt of the request, notify the person making the request of the reason(s) for the extension
and the date by which the response will be forthcoming. If the request is unduly burdensome for the
District to complete, the Officer will work with the person making the request in an attempt to reduce
the request to manageable proportions.



COPIES AND FEES

If a public record is available on the District’s website(s), the Officer directs the requestor to the website
where the records can be reasonably accessed. If a public record is not available online, the Officer
provides it in an electronic format or provides hard copies as follows:

e No charge for the first fifty (50) black and white pages (letter or legal size)

After the first fifty (50) black and white pages, $0.15 per page additional charge
e Actual per page cost for color and/or abnormally sized copies
e Cost of the electronic medium






