
River Forest Park District 
Regular Board Meeting  

September 8, 2025, 6:00 PM 
The Depot 

401 Thatcher Avenue, River Forest, Illinois  
 

Agenda 
 

If you would like to make the comment via Zoom, phone or email please email Michael Sletten at 
msletten@rfparks.com by 4:00 PM on Monday, September 8, 2025. 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85382185488?pwd=avhZwHBSgX5qNAcmALYDSQqFchpBUS.1 
Meeting ID: 853 8218 5488 
Passcode: 761344 
 
Join By Phone 
312-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 85382185488 
Passcode: 761344 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
2. Roll Call – Bade, Grant, Healy, Roche and Libera 
 
3. Approval of Minutes 

 
• August 18, 2025 (motion, discussion, voice vote) 
 

4. Financial Statements Review 
 

• Financial Statement Discussion 
 

5. Approval of Disbursements 
 

• August, 2025 (motion, discussion, roll call vote) 
 

6. Public Comment 
 

7. Correspondence to the Board 
 

8. Board Reports 
 
• General Comments (non-agenda items) 
• Liaisons 

a. Village Collaboration Committee: Roche 
b. Village: Grant 
c. Library: Libera 
d. Schools: Roche 
e. Affiliates: Bade 

• River Forest Civic Center Authority 
• Park Comments 
 

9. Staff Reports 
 
• Park Services 
• Recreation Services 
• Executive Director 

mailto:msletten@rfparks.com


 
10. WSSRA Report 

 
11. New Business 

 
• Consent Agenda 

 
12. Old Business 

 
13. Capital Projects  

a. Constitution Park Project 
i. Estimated Start Date: 9/15/25 

b. Priory Park Project 
i. Village Board Presentation/Approval: 9/8/25 
ii. Estimated start date: 9/22/25 

c. Keystone Ballfield #2 Project 
i. Bid Approval 12/8/25 

 
14. Adjournment 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 
 
 
 
The Board of Commissioners of the River Forest Park District convened at 6:30 PM in Special Session on 
Monday, August 18, 2025 at the River Forest Park District, 401 Thatcher Avenue, River Forest, Illinois. 
Roll call was taken with Commissioners Bade, Grant, Healy, Roche, and Libera present. Also present was 
Director Sletten, Superintendent of Recreation Stille, and online guests. 
 
Commissioner Grant moved to approve the August 4, 2025 Board Meeting Minutes, seconded by Commissioner 
Healy. Commissioners Roche noted an edit. A voice vote followed, and the motion was approved 5-0.  
 
The Board reviewed the July, 2025 Financial Statements.  
 
Commissioner Grant moved to approve the July, 2025 Vendor Disbursements for $139,824.10, seconded by 
Commissioner Healy. A roll call vote followed, and the motion was approved 5-0. 
 
Public Comment: None. 
 
Correspondence to the Board:  
 

• Scott Long, River Forest, requested the Park District not cut down any trees in Constitution Park if nothing 
is wrong with them. 

• Maura Zinni, River Forest, regarding non-Pass Holders using the platform tennis courts, damages at the 
platform tennis courts and paddle hut, requesting a lock system for the platform tennis courts, her dis-
satisfaction with the paddle hut, and a request to add platform tennis discussion on the August Board 
Meeting Agenda. 

• Margie Cekander, River Forest, asked why the last Board Meeting audio was not available. 
• Kevin Bullens, River Forest, thanked the Park District for the new pickleball paddle rack and pickleball 

guidelines for the Keystone tennis courts. 
 
Commissioner Roche asked if Board Meeting information is posted on the Park Bench e-newsletter, and Director 
Sletten noted that Board information is posted in the first e-newsletter of the month; however, this information will 
be included in all e-newsletters in the future.  
 
Commissioner Bade noted the fence beds have been weeded, but the wildflower beds need more attention. 
Director Sletten noted that staff will be meeting a wildflower contractor to review the condition of the beds and 
draft a management plan. 
 
Commissioner Grant noted he like the impact of the Park District weed control applications on the athletic fields. 
He asked when the t-ball backstop will be installed at Washington Commons, and Director Sletten noted it will be 
scheduled for the fall.  
 
President Libera noted it’s the library’s 120-year Anniversary. 
 
Director Sletten provided an update on the facility repairs at the RFCCA, the most urgent item being roof repairs. 
A contractor has been hired and work should be completed in a couple of weeks. 
 
New Business: 25’-26” Platform Tennis Leagues, Facilities, and Lessons/Drills Update: President Libera provided 
her response to Maura Zinni’s email on the platform tennis facility, noting that the courts will be touched up and 
work was already scheduled for interior improvements to the paddle hut. 
 
RFCCA Program Space Discussion: Director Sletten discussed that he and President Libera have held a couple 
meetings with RFCCA representatives; however, nothing can move forward until the RFCCA and RFCC resolve 
their lease issue. The Park District is open to utilizing gym space, if available, but is not interested in managing 
the gym or managing the contractors renting the gym.       
 

River Forest Park District 
Regular Board Meeting Minutes of 

August 18, 2025 



 
 
Constitution Park Project: Director Sletten presented the Bid Tally Sheet from the August 13, 2025 Constitution 
Park bid opening. The project received 4 bids, and Hacienda Landscaping, Inc. was the low bid at $1,084,014.00. 
Staff and the JSD reviewed the bids and Hacienda Landscaping, Inc. is the low qualified bidder. Commissioner 
Grant moved to approve Hacienda Landscaping, Inc. bid of $1,084,014.00 for the Constitution Park Project, 
seconded by Commissioner Healy. A roll call vote followed, and the motion was approved 5-0.  
 
Keystone Ballfield #2 Project: Director Sletten noted that the Village Board approved a minor amendment to the 
Keystone Park Planned Development Ordinance, allowing Keystone ballfield #2 infield to be converted to 
synthetic turf. He noted the next step is to put the project out to bid and presented the color options for the infield 
turf. He noted the color of the turf can be selected at the time of bid approval in December or January. 
Commissioner Grant moved to direct staff to draft bid documentation and seek bids for the Keystone Ballfield #2 
Project. Commissioner’s Bade and Roche believed additional information on the project needs to be posted and a 
possible public meeting be held before the project can move forward. Commissioner Bade noted his vote is based 
on these criteria. A roll call vote followed, and the motion was approved 5-0. 
 
Commissioner Healy moved to adjourn at 7:40 PM, seconded by Commissioner Grant. A voice vote followed, and 
the motion was approved 5-0. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Michael J. Sletten, Secretary          
 





































 
 

River Forest Park District 

Memo 
To: Board of Commissioners 

From: John Beto 

Date: September 8,2025  

Re: September Board Report- Park Services 

 
Platform Tennis: Staff has completed our annual inspections/maintenance on platform tennis courts and 
paddle hut. Work included repaint the paddle hut room, installing new cabinets/counters (on order) for the travel 
leagues, and repairs of the snow boards, railings, and stairs.   
 
Athletic Fields: All soccer fields have been laid out and set up for the season. Staff will line fields once a week 
through the season.  
 
Keystone Men’s Bathroom: On Saturday August 23 around 8 pm, a group of kids used fireworks to blow up 
the men’s sink. Police were notified and are investigate the incident. Staff came in and secured the building and 
kept it closed for a few days until necessary repairs could be made.  
 
Batting Cages: Staff has taken down the Priory Park batting cage nets, cleaned out cages and locked them for 
the season per Village Ordinance. The Keystone Park batting cages will remain open until mid-October, 
depending on weather. 
 
Park Information Sign Boards: Staff has begun installing new informational sign boards at all playgrounds and 
tennis courts. All the information sign boards are expected to be installed by mid-September.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 River Forest Park District 

 

Memo 
To: Board of Commissioners 

From: Karen Stille, Superintendent of Recreation 

Ethan Gutzmer, Athletic Manager 

Ellie Olayo, Recreation Manager 

Date: 9/8/2025 

Re: September Board Report – Recreation Services  

              
 

Fall Fun Guide 
 
The Fall Fun Guide is posted on our website.  Registration is open for both residents and non-residents with 
programs beginning September 3, 2025.   
 
Adult-Tot Variety Programs  
 
Tinkergarten (Ages 18 months-5 years with adult):   
This adult-tot Monday outdoor class at Centennial Park offers many fun hands-on nature activities for little ones 
and their special grownups. 11 adult-tot pairs are registered for the current session.   
 
Pop Up Music School (Ages newborn-5 years with adult):   
This fun Tuesday morning class at The Depot, allows little ones and their special grown up to sing, dance and 
learn music from all around the world. The class has 5 families with 7 kids registered.   
 
Toy-tastic Art Class (Ages 18 months-6 years with adult):  
This fun art class on Wednesday mornings with Kidcreate Studio brings their messy art projects using toys 
 to life! 7 participants are registered.  
 
Future STEAM Leaders Club (Ages 2-5 years with adult):  
This adult-tot Thursday morning science class offers many fun hands-on activities for little ones and their special 
grownup at The Depot. 
 
Youth Programs  
 
School Day Off (Ages 5-10 years):  
When there is no school for students they can register for fun all day programs at The Depot from 9am-4pm. 
 STEM FUNdamentals with LEGO Camp: Lego Camp from 9am-1pm; 7 participants are registered.
 Secret Agents Science with KidScientific: Science Fun from 1pm-4pm; 9 participants are registered  
 
MONDAYS AT THE DEPOT: 
 
Chess Scholars (Ages 5-14 years):  
Each class will consist of a fun, interactive teaching and guided practice time. Both beginner and experienced 
players are welcome and will learn under the guidance of an experienced chess scholars coach.  
 
Fun with Resin, Polymer, Clay & More with Kidcreate Studio (Ages 5-12 years):  
Perfect for all levels, kids will learn unique techniques, create amazing keepsakes and discover the joy of 
hands-on creativity!  
 
 



TUESDAYS AT THE DEPOT: 
 
Beginner Dance and Intermediate Dance (Ages 3-4 years & 5-7 years): 
Dance classes resume in September. Fun dance routines, long lasting friendships and cute costumes all in 
preparation for an epic dance show in November. Taught by our dance instructor Ellie Olayo.    
 
Let’s Code It (Ages 8-13 years):  
This class topics include conditional statements, cloning, variables, loops, control structure, object-oriented 
design concepts and data structures!  Taught by AES staff.   
 
Reading with Robots (Ages 4-6 years): 
Children will learn to program and code a robot to create their own exciting adventure. Taught by Computer 
Explores staff.  
 
WEDNESDAYS AT THE DEPOT: 
 
Stem Discovery using LEGO Materials (Ages 5-9 years):  
Engineer-designed projects are rotated seasonally to ensure that both new and returning students can explore 
the endless creative possibilities of the LEGO building system.  Taught by Play-Well TEKnologies staff. 
 
iCook Bake it Til You Make It (Ages 5-12 years):  
Introductory kitchen skills such as baking, roasting, measuring, mixing and of course, kitchen safety are taught 
by iCook staff.  
 
THURSDAYS AT THE DEPOT: 
 
Pokémon Build & Battle (Ages 8-12 years): 
Students will have the chance to battle each other within a fun, competitive, and supportive environment, while 
developing essential skills in problem-solving, mathematics, literacy and strategic decision-making.  Taught by 
VAC staff. 
 
FRIDAYS AT THE DEPOT: 
 
All Aboard the Hogwarts Express (Ages 5-8 years): 
This course will empower scholars with a deeper appreciation for fantasy literature while encouraging teamwork, 
creative thinking, and the magic that happens when imagination is given room to flourish.  Taught by VAC staff.   
 
Youth Athletic Programs 
 
Tae Kwon Do (Ages 4-6; 7-12 years):  Grandmaster Kidd’s fall session runs September 26-November 7. There 
is a total of 19 participants for the fall session. 
 
Flag Football (Ages 4-6; 7-10 years):  Hot Shots is hosting a fall session September 5-October 10 at 
Washington Square Field. There are currently 9 participants enrolled.  
 
Adult-Tot Sports (Ages 2-3 years): This All-Star Sports program has a total of 6 participants. This program will 
take place at Washington Commons Park on Thursdays September 4-October 16 from 6pm-6:45pm. 
 
Jr. T-Ball (Ages 3-4 & 5-6 years): This All-Star Sports program has a total of 23 registered participants. This 
program will take place at Washington Commons Park on Thursdays, June 12-July 31 from 4-4:45pm and 4:45-
5:45pm. 
 
Basketball Gametime w/ Coach Tom and Team (Ages 3-4, 5-7 years): This program run by Coach Tom and 
Team has 19 participants enrolled. This class runs from September 3-October 15 at 5pm and 6pm.   
 
Tennis Basic Skills I (Ages 7-9 years): This fun youth tennis class is taught by Bernard Murray and currently has 
9 people enrolled. This class will run at the Washington Square Tennis Courts on Wednesdays from 4:30-
5:30pm September 10-October 1.   
 
Chicago Edge Jr Co-ed Soccer (Ages 4-6 years): This fun soccer program is run by Chicago Edge at 
Washington Square Park on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4-6pm, September 9-October 9. 36 participants are 
enrolled.   



Adult Athletic Leagues/Lessons 
 
Adult Co-Ed Bocce Ball League (Ages 18+ years):  The Adult Co-ed Bocce Ball League will run on Saturdays, 
September 6-November 8 at the Memorial Parkway Bocce Courts from 10am-12pm. The league is full with 10 
teams.   
 
Adult Co-Ed Pickleball League (Ages 18+ years):  Our Adult Co-Ed Pickleball League is running on Mondays, 
August 25-October 27 at the Keystone Courts from 6-8pm. The league is full with 12 teams.   
 
NEW Adult Co-Ed Tennis Racquet Baseball League (Ages 18+ years):  Our brand new first ever Adult Co-Ed 
Tennis Racquet Baseball League combines the sports of tennis and baseball, creating this unique new sport. 
The league is scheduled to take place at Centennial Softball Field on Saturdays from September 6-October 18. 
 
Adult Tennis Lessons (Ages 18+ years): Bernard Murray is offering Advanced Beginner Tennis Lessons, 
Advanced Tennis Lessons, and Cardio Tennis. These lessons take place at the Keystone Tennis Courts from 
September 8-October 15. Currently we are seeing good numbers with 15 people enrolled.  
 
Adult Beginner Pickleball Lessons (Ages 21+ years): This program, taught by Kelly Frank, takes place at 
Washington Square Tennis Courts on Tuesdays and Thursdays, September 16-October 23 from 5-6:30pm.  
Currently, 5 participants registered. 
 
Pickleball Social & Open Play (Ages 21+ years): This program, taught by Kelly Frank, takes place at 
Washington Square Tennis Courts on Saturdays, September 13-October 18 from 2-4pm.  Currently, 10 
participants are registered.   
 
Pickleball Arsenal Drill Lessons for Intermediate Players (Ages 16+ years):  Anne Mache is hosting fall pickleball 
lessons at the Keystone Tennis Courts on September 17th, 24th, and 27th.  Currently, 11 participants are 
registered.   
 
Platform Tennis 
 
Platform Tennis Private Lesson/Drill (Ages 21+ years): The Park District’s Platform Tennis Pro, Jennifer Thomas 
is offering private lessons and drills for platform tennis passholders looking to develop their skills. She will be 
running the lessons throughout the fall. 
 
Coed Platform Tennis Lessons (Ages 21+ years):  Jennifer Thomas is offering Coed 1.0 Intro, Coed 2.0 
Intermediate, and Coed 3.5 intermediate/Advanced Platform Tennis Lessons on Wednesdays and Thursdays 
from September 3-September 25.  
 
Women’s Platform Tennis House League-Mondays (Ages 21+ years):  The Women's House League will take 
place at the Keystone Platform Tennis Courts on Monday evenings from 5-9:30pm beginning on September 8th. 
There are currently 48 participants for this house league. 
 
Women’s Platform Tennis House League-Thursdays (Ages 21+ years):  The Women's House League will take 
place at the Keystone Platform Tennis Courts on Thursday evenings from 5:30-10pm beginning on September 
11th. There are currently 34 participants for this house league. 
 
Women’s Platform Tennis Travel League-Thursdays (Ages 21+ years):  The Women's Travel League will take 
place at the Keystone Platform Tennis Courts on Thursdays beginning October 2nd. We are full with 45 
participants (4 teams) for this travel league. 
 
Men’s Platform Tennis House League-Sundays (Ages 21+ years):  The Men's House League will take place at 
the Keystone Platform Tennis Courts on Sunday evenings from 4:30-10:30pm beginning September 7th. We are 
full with 104 participants (8 teams) for this house league.  
 
Men’s Platform Tennis Travel League-TU/WED (Ages 21+ years):  The Men's Travel League will take place at 
the Keystone Platform Tennis Courts for home matches on Tuesday/Wednesday evenings from 6:30-11pm 
beginning September 23rd. We are full with 92 participants for this travel league.  
 
 
 



 
Adult Variety Program 
 
Bridge for Beginners-Level 1 (Ages 18+ years): This Friday morning class teaches the basics of bidding, playing 
and scoring through lecture and supervised play. Taught by our bridge instructor, Mary Schultz at The Depot. 
 
Bridge-Level 3 (Ages 18+ years): This Friday mid-day & Tuesday evening class is for players familiar to the 
mechanics of bidding and playing American standard style bridge. Taught by our bridge instructor, Mary Schultz 
at The Depot. 
 
Beginning Hatha Vinyasa Yoga (Ages 14+ years): This Monday & Wednesday morning class is perfect for 
beginners and more experienced practitioners who are interested in refining their yoga practice. Taught by our 
Yoga instructor, Julia Robling Griest at The Depot 
 
Yoga Self-Help Workshops (Ages 18+ years): There are 2 workshop dates being offered this fall, the first one 
taking place on Friday, September 26th. This workshop is called, Strengthening the Pelvic Floor. It will have 
detailed instruction of pelvic floor exercises, along with tips on how to design a personal practice. Taught by our 
Yoga instructor, Julia Robling Griest at The Depot 
 
September Special Events 
 
Color Run (Ages 4+ years):  
Join us for our 3rd annual 1-Mile Color Run around Priory Park on Saturday, September 20! Volunteers will 
throw colored chalk as participants pass by a variety of color stations. Medals will be awarded to the top 3 
finishers in each age category. All participants will receive a white shirt, sunglasses, goodie bag, & certificate. 
Come for the run, and stay for the after-party with a DJ and bagels. All net proceeds benefit the West Suburban 
Special Recreation Association (WSSRA).   
 
Family Campout (All Ages): 
Join us for a GREEN overnight family camping experience for all ages Friday, September 26-Saturday, 
September 27! (One adult per family must attend). Camping equipment is not provided; you must bring your 
own tent and sleeping bags. The event will include a campfire and s'mores.  This event is FREE, but pre-
registration is required.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 River Forest Park District 

Memo 
To: Board of Commissioners 

From: Michael Sletten 

Date: 8/18/25 

Re: August Board Report 

Reports 
 
Staff Reports: Included are the Staff Reports.  
 
WSSRA Report: The next WSSRA Board Meeting is Tuesday, September 9th, at the WSSRA offices. The Board 
is discussing the 2026 Budget and the agency shares.  
 
River Forest Civic Center Authority (RFCCA): Staff has been coordinating a number of facilities repairs and 
upgrades; including, coordinating required roof repairs, coordinating the installation of a new emergency phone 
system for the elevator, soliciting proposals for a new building lock system, and working with HVAC contractors to 
determine a new HVAC service maintenance agreement. I have been meeting with the Township Supervisor 
weekly and attending the monthly Township/RFCCA Board Meetings. 
 

New Business 
 
Consent Agenda:  Staff recommends the Board consider the addition of a Consent Agenda to our Board Meeting 
Agenda. A Consent Agenda would group our Minutes, Financials, Staff Reports, and WSSRA Report under a single 
Consent Agenda line item and the Board would approve all these items under a single vote. A Consent Agenda is used 
at the Village of River Forest, School District 90, River Forest Township and the Park District of Oak Park.  
 
The Board is taking 20-30 minutes a meeting reviewing and discussing Minutes, Financials, and Staff Reports. A 
Consent Agenda would allow the Board to better use their time discussing Board Business items. To apply the Consent 
Agenda, a couple of processes will need to be implemented. 
 

• The Board receives the Board Meeting Minutes within a week of the Board Meeting. When Board Members 
receive the Minutes, they have 7 days to review the Minutes and provide any feedback. A final draft of the 
Minutes will be presented in the Board Packet. 

• The Board will receive the Financials the Thursday before the Board Meeting. The Board Members review the 
Financials before the Board Meeting and provide the Executive Director with any questions about the financials 
by noon the day of the Board Meeting. The Executive Director will provide the Board a summary of any 
questions/responses at the Board Meeting. 

 
Board Members would still have the opportunity to request discussion of a Consent Agenda Item under a separate 
agenda item: Consent Agenda Items for Separate Consideration 
 
 
 
 



Sample Agenda 
 

1. Call of Order 
2. Roll Call 
3. Public Comment 
4. Correspondence to the Board 
5. Board Reports 
6. Consent Agenda 
7. Consent Agenda Items for Separate Consideration 
8. New Business 
9. Old Business 
10. Adjournment 

 
Other 

 
Constitution Park Project: The contractor is expected to fence the project site and begin demolition around 
9/15. 
 
Priory Park Ballfields: Staff has begun the removal of the Priory South ballfield grass infield, and will convert this 
field to a solid clay infield. We will be using the ball mix from the field removed at Constitution Park for this project. 
The Park District is soliciting quotes for a contractor to eliminate the outfield lips and laser grade both Priory North 
and South fields. 
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