
River Forest Park District 
Regular Board Meeting  

October 13, 2025, 6:00 PM 
The Depot 

401 Thatcher Avenue, River Forest, Illinois  
 

Agenda 
 

If you would like to make the comment via Zoom, phone or email please email Michael Sletten at 
msletten@rfparks.com by 4:00 PM on Monday, October 13, 2025. 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82182022145?pwd=umYxOYYsxTM1dZbGISC2nHZCjDfLa7.1 
Meeting ID: 821 8202 2145 
Passcode: 903798 
 
Join by Phone 
One tap mobile 
312-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 821 820 22145 
Passcode: 903798 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
2. Roll Call – Bade, Grant, Healy, Roche and Libera 
 
3. Approval of Minutes 

 
• September 8, 2025 (motion, discussion, voice vote) 
 

4. Financial Statements Review 
 

• Financial Statement Discussion 
 

5. Approval of Disbursements 
 

• September, 2025 (motion, discussion, roll call vote) 
 

6. Public Comment 
 

7. Correspondence to the Board 
 

8. Board Reports 
 
• General Comments (non-agenda items) 
• Liaisons 

a. Village Collaboration Committee: Roche 
b. Village: Grant 
c. Library: Libera 
d. Schools: Roche 
e. Affiliates: Bade 

• River Forest Civic Center Authority 
• Park Comments 
 

9. Staff Reports 
 
• Park Services 
• Recreation Services 

mailto:msletten@rfparks.com


• Executive Director 
 

10. WSSRA Report 
 

11. New Business 
 

• RFCCA Partnership Opportunity 
• Priory Park/Washington Triangle Shade Structure 

 
12. Old Business 

 
• Consent Agenda 

 
13. Capital Projects  

a. Constitution Park Project 
i. Security & silt fence installed 
ii. Demolition work has begun 

b. Priory Park Project 
i. Estimated start date: 10/20/25 

c. Keystone Ballfield #2 Project 
i. Bid Approval 12/8/25 

 
14. Adjournment 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 
 
 
 
The Board of Commissioners of the River Forest Park District convened at 6:00 PM in Regular Session on 
Monday, September 8, 2025 at the River Forest Park District, 401 Thatcher Avenue, River Forest, Illinois. 
Roll call was taken with Commissioners Grant, Healy, and Libera present. Also present was Director Sletten and 
online guests. 
 
Commissioner Grant moved to approve the August 18, 2025 Board Meeting Minutes, seconded by Commissioner 
Healy. A voice vote followed, and the motion was approved 3-0.  
 
The Board reviewed the August, 2025 Financial Statements. President Libera asked what the $4,895.00 
Corporate Contingency line item was for, and Director Sletten will follow-up.  
 
Commissioner Grant moved to approve the August, 2025 Vendor Disbursements for $140,990.93, seconded by 
Commissioner Healy. A roll call vote followed, and the motion was approved 3-0. 
 
Public Comment: None. 
 
Correspondence to the Board:  
 

• The River Forest FOP Lodge 46 sent a thank you letter for allowing the organization to participate in the 
Food Truck Rally. 

 
Director Sletten provided an update on the facility repairs at the RFCCA. The roof repairs are completed and the 
elevator work is on-going. 
 
New Business: Director Sletten presented a staff recommendation to add a Consent Agenda to the Board’s 
Monthly Meeting Agenda. Items under the Consent Agenda would include: Minutes, Financials, Disbursements, 
Staff Reports and WSSRA Report. A new agenda item listed as Consent Agenda Items for Separate 
Consideration would also be included, if a Board Member wishes to discuss a specific item under the Consent 
Agenda. Director Sletten discussed some of the new processes the Board would have to follow if the Consent 
Agenda was added. 
 
This item will be added to the October Board Agenda for possible Board action. 
 
Commissioner Healy moved to adjourn at 6:50 PM, seconded by Commissioner Grant. A voice vote followed, and 
the motion was approved 3-0. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Michael J. Sletten, Secretary          
 

River Forest Park District 
Regular Board Meeting Minutes of 

September 8, 2025 







































 
 

River Forest Park District 

Memo 
To: Board of Commissioners 

CC:        Michael Sletten, Executive Director   

From: John Beto 

Date: October 13 2025  

Re: October Board Report- Park Services 

 
Athletic Fields: Staff has removed the grass infield at Priory South ball field, including removing about 5 inches 
of topsoil. The spoils were used as fill at the old Willard School ballfield. Sportsfields, Inc has been hired 
renovate both Priory ballfields, including adding ballfield mix, laser grading the infield, sodding the back radius of 
the infield, and installing a new home plate and base pegs. 
 
Washington Commons & Washington Triangle Soccer fields: Staff has aerated, top-dressed and over 
seeded both fields.   
  
Priory Parking Lot Lights: We have lost power to the Priory parking lot lights and our electrician will be coming 
in to trace the lines. These lights are powered through a panel in the Fenwick Priory, and Fenwick has been 
helpful with access to the panel.  
 
Park Information Sign Boards: Staff has installed all the new informational sign boards at all playgrounds and 
tennis courts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   



 
 River Forest Park District 

 

Memo 
To: Board of Commissioners 

From: Karen Stille, Superintendent of Recreation 

Ethan Gutzmer, Athletic Manager 

Ellie Olayo, Recreation Manager 

CC: Michael Sletten, Executive Director 

Date: 10/13/2025 

Re: October Board Report – Recreation Services  

              
 

Special Events 
 
Halloween Hoot ‘n Howl (ages 10 years & younger):        
This annual event took place on Friday, October 3rd in partnership with Trailside Museum.  We had record 
attendance numbers of approximately 1,500 people at Keystone Park.  Thanks to our sponsors, River Forest 
Public Library and Mathnasium.   
 
Deck the Depot Santa Event Ticket Sales (ages 1 & up):       
Tickets for our annual Deck the Depot Santa Event go on sale Monday, October 20th at 8:30am.  All ticket 
sales are in person and for River Forest residents only, with a max of 6 tickets per household.   
 
Themed Birthday Parties 
 
Within the last three weeks, the Park District has hosted two Art-Themed Birthday Parties and one Sports-
Themed Birthday Party.  Parents have complimented on the ease of booking and the fact that everything is 
included in the price of the party package.  Families don’t have to bring anything - just show up and have fun!   
 
School Day Off Programs 
 
When school is out, the Park District is the place to be!  Kids can spend their entire day at The Depot 
building with LEGOs and getting their hands messy with science experiments.   
 OCTOBER 2:  Lego Camp from 9am-1pm; Monster Science from 1-4pm 
 OCTOBER 13: Lego Camp from 9am-1pm; Glowing Galaxy Jars from 1-4pm 
 NOVEMBER 6: Lego Camp from 9am-1pm; Light up Firefly (circuits) from 1-4pm 
 NOVEMBER 7: Lego Camp from 9am-1pm; Pink Axolotl Habitat from 1-4pm 
 
Adult-Tot Programs  
 
Pop Up Music School (Ages newborn-5 years with adult):         
Day/Dates: Tuesdays, October 7-November 25 
Location: The Depot 
Class Type: Music & Movement  
 
Once Upon a Time Art Class (18 months- 6 years with adult):       
Day/Dates: Thursdays, October 16-November 13 
Location: The Depot 
Class Type: Art 
 
Future STEAM Leaders Club (Ages 2-5 years with adult):        
Day/Dates: Thursdays, October 16-November 13 
Location: The Depot 
Class Type: Science 



Youth Programs  
 
Reading with Robots (ages 4-6 years):         
Day/Dates: Tuesdays, October 14-November 4 
Location: The Depot 
Class Type: Coding/Robotics/Literacy 
 
Minecraft Engineering with LEGO (ages 5-9 years):         
Day/Dates: Wednesdays, October 29-December 17 
Location: The Depot 
Class Type: Engineering 
 
iSTEAM Jr. Engineers (Ages 5-10 years):          
Day/Dates: Wednesdays, October 22-November 19 
Location: The Depot 
Class Type: Architecture/Engineering/Design 
 
Pokémon:  Build & Battle (Ages 5-10 years):          
Day/Dates: Thursdays, October 30-December 11 
Location: The Depot 
Class Type: Math/Literacy/Strategy 
 
Youth Sports Programs 
 
Rec Basketball League Registration Deadlines are fast approaching. 
Prek4-2nd Grade: Deadline 11/14 for the season beginning 3/14 
Grades 3-8:    Deadline 10/24 for the season beginning 11/10 
 
Basketball Gametime w/ Coach Tom and Team (ages 3-4, 5-7 years):      
Day/Dates: Session 2:  Wednesdays, October 22-December 17 
Location: Willard Elementary School Gym 
Class Type: Youth Athletics-Basketball 
 
Tennis Basic Skills (ages 7-9 years):          
Day/Dates: Session 2:  Wednesdays, October 8-October 29 
Location: Washington Square Tennis Courts 
Class Type: Youth Athletics-Tennis 
 
Floor Hockey (ages 3-6, 7-9 years):          
Day/Dates: Thursdays, October 30-December 18 
Location: Willard Elementary School Gym 
Class Type: Youth Athletics-Hockey 
 
Jr. T-Ball (ages 3-6 years):           
Day/Dates: Thursdays, September 4-October 16 
Location: Washington Commons Park 
Class Type: Youth Athletics-Baseball  
 
Tae Kwon Do (Ages 4-6; 7-12 years):          
Day/Dates: Fridays, September 26-November 7 
Location: The Depot 
Class Type: Youth Athletics-Martial Arts 
 
Flag Football (Ages 4-6; 7-10 years):          
Day/Dates: Session 2:  Fridays, October 17-December 12 
Location: Washington Square Park 
Class Type: Youth Athletics-Football 
 
  
 
 
 
 



Adult Programs 
 
Bridge - Level 1 and Level 3 (ages 18+ years):         
Days/Dates: Tuesdays and Fridays, September 12-November 21 
Location: The Depot 
Class Type: Adult Variety-Cards 
 
Beginning Yoga (ages 14+ years):          
Days/Dates: Session 2:  Mondays and Wednesdays, October 15-November 10 
Location: The Depot 
Class Type: Adult Variety-Fitness 
 
Co-Ed Bocce Ball League (ages 18+ years):         
Day/Dates: Saturdays, September 6-November 8 
Location: Memorial Parkway Bocce Ball Courts 
Class Type: Adult Athletics 
 
Co-Ed Pickleball League (ages 18+ years):         
Day/Dates: Mondays, August 25-October 27 
Location: Keystone Park Tennis Courts 
Class Type: Adult Athletics 
 
Women’s Platform Tennis House Leagues (ages 21+ years):       
Days:  Mondays, Thursdays, Saturdays, and Sundays to include the NEW Veteran League 
Location: Keystone Park Platform Tennis Courts 
Class Type: Adult Athletics 
 
Women’s Platform Tennis Travel League (ages 21+ years):       
Days:  Thursdays, October 2-February 26 
Location: Keystone Park Platform Tennis Courts 
Class Type: Adult Athletics 
 
Men’s Platform Tennis House League (ages 21+ years):       
Days:  Sundays, September 7-November 30 
Location: Keystone Park Platform Tennis Courts 
Class Type: Adult Athletics 
 
Men’s Platform Tennis Travel League (ages 21+ years):       
Days:  Tuesdays and Wednesdays through March 11 
Location: Keystone Park Platform Tennis Courts 
Class Type: Adult Athletics 
    
Adult Lessons 
  
Tennis Lessons (ages 18+ years):          
Day/Dates: Mondays, August 25-October 27 
Location: Keystone Park Tennis Courts 
Class Type: Adult Athletics 
 
Pickleball Lessons (ages 21+ years):          
Day/Dates: Mondays, August 25-October 27 
Location: Keystone Park Tennis Courts 
Class Type: Adult Athletics 
 
Platform Tennis Lessons (ages 21+ years):           
Day/Dates: Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays through November 22 
Location: Keystone Park Platform Tennis Courts 
Class Type: Adult Athletics 
 
Platform Tennis Private Lesson/Drill (ages 21+ years):       
Day/Dates: Miscellaneous 
Location: Keystone Park Platform Tennis Courts 
Class Type: Adult Athletics 



 River Forest Park District 

Memo 
To: Board of Commissioners 

From: Michael Sletten 

Date: 10/13/25 

Re: October Board Report 

Reports 
 
Staff Reports: Included are the Staff Reports.  
 
WSSRA Report: The next WSSRA Board Meeting is Tuesday, November 11th, at the WSSRA offices. The Board 
will be taking action on the 2026 Budget and the agency shares.  
 
River Forest Civic Center Authority (RFCCA): The RFCCA submitted a request for the Park District to take 
over landscaping and snow removal (Park District & Village) at the RFCCA. The Park District mowed the RFCCA 
a couple of times to determine if this would be a burden on staff, and it was determined it would be a burden, The 
Village/School/Park District have an IGA for snow removal, so staff would not be able to perform snow removal at 
the RFCCA in a timely fashion. The Park District has offered to help with some landscape and facility repair needs 
in the future. I have been meeting with the Township Supervisor weekly and attending the monthly 
Township/RFCCA Board Meetings. 
 

New Business 
 
RFCCA Partnership Opportunity: As the RFCCA finalizes their RFCC rental agreements with various groups, 
there is still uncertainty with the building’s future due to its capital replacement needs. A future option is the Park 
District to enter into some type of partnership with the RFCCA, with the Park District providing capital funds in 
exchange for Park District access to the RFCC for programming. Staff recommends a committee be established 
between the Park District and RFCCA Boards, with each Board appointing 2 representatives to discuss a possible 
future partnership. 
 
Motion recommended to appoint 2 Park District Board Members as Park District Representatives on a 
Committee with 2 RFCCA Board Representatives to discuss partnership opportunities at the RFCC. 
 
Priory Park/Washington Triangle Shade Structure: Upon review of the 10’x10’ shelter that was approved by 
the Board to be included in the Priory Park Project, staff recommends the Board review some alternate structure 
options. The original unit (#1) proposed is very expensive at $31,791.00, and does not fit the theme of the splash 
pad. Staff is looking for Board feedback to change the shelter to a 10'x10' fabric shade for $6,190.00, or a similar 
shelter structure (#3) to the original unit for $18,333.00. The fabric structure provides only shade relief, but its 
style is more consistent with the splash pad design. The color of the frame and fabric to be determined.  
 
We have in the budget the purchase & installation of a second 10'x10' shelter at Washington Triangle. If we buy 2 
of the same shelters, we will get about $2,000 off the shipping costs.  
 



Motion recommended to possibly approve new 10’x10’ shelters for the Priory Park Project and 
Washington Triangle. 
 

Old Business 
 
Consent Agenda:  Staff recommends the Board consider the addition of a Consent Agenda to our Board Meeting 
Agenda. A Consent Agenda would group our Minutes, Financials, Staff Reports, WSSRA Report, and FOIA Requests 
under a single Consent Agenda line item and the Board would approve all these items under a single vote. A Consent 
Agenda is used at the Village of River Forest, School District 90, River Forest Township and the Park District of Oak 
Park.  
 
The Board is taking 20-30 minutes a meeting reviewing and discussing Minutes, Financials, and Staff Reports. A 
Consent Agenda would allow the Board to better use their time discussing Board Business items. To apply the Consent 
Agenda, a couple of processes will need to be implemented. 
 

• The Board receives the Board Meeting Minutes within a week of the Board Meeting. When Board Members 
receive the Minutes, they have 7 days to review the Minutes and provide any feedback. A final draft of the 
Minutes will be presented in the Board Packet. 

• The Board will receive the Financials the Thursday before the Board Meeting. The Board Members review the 
Financials before the Board Meeting and provide the Executive Director with any questions about the financials 
by noon the day of the Board Meeting. The Executive Director will provide the Board a summary of any 
questions/responses at the Board Meeting. 

 
Board Members would still have the opportunity to request discussion of a Consent Agenda Item under a separate 
agenda item: Consent Agenda Items for Separate Consideration 
 
Sample Agenda 
 

1. Call of Order 
2. Roll Call 
3. Public Comment 
4. Correspondence to the Board 
5. Board Reports 
6. Consent Agenda 
7. Consent Agenda Items for Separate Consideration 
8. New Business 
9. Old Business 
10. Adjournment 

 
Motion recommended approve the inclusion of a Consent Agenda as part of the Park Board Meeting Agenda. 
 

Other 
 

Constitution Park Project: The security and silt fences are installed, and demolition work has begun. 
 
Priory Park Project: Soil borings are scheduled for the week of 10/13. Attached are the final colors for the splash 
pad. Vortex has color palettes to choose form, and the palette chosen best blends with the existing playground 
and the building. 
 
FOIA Request: Attached is a FOIA Request from Judy Conway.   
 




















	14. Adjournment

