
River Forest Park District 
Regular Board Meeting  

January 13, 2025, 6:00 PM 
The Depot 

401 Thatcher Avenue, River Forest, Illinois  
 

Agenda 
 

If you would like to make the comment via Zoom, phone or email please email Michael Sletten at 
msletten@rfparks.com by 4:00 PM on Monday, January 13, 2025. 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89042576562?pwd=mrbbMmUBirMQ0bbimmr1SxRSy9bGcb.1 
Meeting ID: 890 4257 6562 
Passcode: 024324 
 
Join by Phone 
312 626 6799 
Meeting ID: 890 4257 6562 
Passcode: 024324 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
2. Roll Call – Bade, Healy, Libera, Roche and Grant 
 
3. Approval of Minutes 

 
• December 9, 2024 (motion, discussion, voice vote) 
 

4. Financial Statements Review  
 

• Financial Statement Discussion 
 

5. Approval of Disbursements, December (motion, discussion, roll call vote) 
 

6. Public Comment 
 

7. Correspondence to the Board 
 

8. Board Reports 
 
• General Comments (non-agenda items) 
• Liaisons 

a. Village Collaboration Committee: Roche 
b. Village: Grant 
c. Library: Libera 
d. Schools: Roche 
e. Affiliates: Bade 

• Park Captains 
 

9. Staff Reports 
 
• Park Services 
• Recreation Services 
• Administration and Finance 
• Executive Director 

 
10. WSSRA Report 

mailto:msletten@rfparks.com


 
11. New Business 

 
• Constitution Park Project – Construction Services Documents (motion, discussion, roll call vote) 
• Board Meeting Recordings (motion, discussion, voice vote) 
• WSSRA Board Appointments (motion, discussion, voice vote) 

 
12. Old Business 

 
• Keystone Ballfield #2 Project (discussion) 
• Dominican Keystone Ballfield #2 Agreement (discussion)  
• Priory Park Project (discussion) 
• Park Security Cameras (discussion) 
• Capital Projects 

a. Constitution Park Project 
i. Village DRB Approval: TBD 
ii. Village Board Approval: TBD 
iii. Estimated construction start date: 6/15/25 

b. Keystone Ballfield #2 Project 
i. Request to Village Board a minor amendment to the Planned Development Ordinance: 1/27/25 
ii. Estimated construction start date: 7/1/25 

c. Priory Park Project 
i. Introduce project to the Village Board: TBD 
ii. Introduce project to Village DRB: TBD 
iii. Estimated construction start date: 8/15/25 

 
13. Closed Session 

 
• Approval of Minutes – November 1, 2024 (motion, discussion, voice vote) 
• The Appointment, Employment, Compensation, Discipline, Dismissal, Performance or Personal Status of 

Employees, Officers, and Legal Counsel for the Park District 
 

14. Adjournment 
 
 
 
 
 



The Board of Commissioners of the River Forest Park District convened at 6:02 PM on Monday, December 9, 
2024 at the River Forest Park District, 401 Thatcher Avenue, River Forest, Illinois. 

Roll call was taken with Commissioners Bade, Healy, Libera, Roche, and Grant present. Also present was 
Director Sletten, Dominican AD John Planek, Dominican Women’s Softball Coach Christina Lukas, and 
approximately 55 attendees. 

Public Comment: Tom Ford, River Forest, opposes an agreement with Dominican regarding Keystone #2. He 
stated RFYBS should not lose priority field access to a private organization. 

Mary Shoemaker, River Forest, opposes an agreement with Dominican regarding Keystone #2. She stated the 
agreement has no benefit to the residents of River Forest. She discussed problems she has experienced with 
Trinity High School having rights to the Keystone tennis courts. 

Lindsay Rask, River Forest, appreciated the Board’s efforts and listening to the community’s concerns. She 
opposes an agreement with Dominican, as it pushes out RFYBS. She has issues with branding in the park. 

David Glawe, River Forest, stated he is open to partnerships; however, he opposes a partnership with a Catholic 
university. 

Chris Cheney, River Forest, noted he signed an online petition. He had hoped for more community engagement 
on this issue. He opposes the rental of public space for private use and opposes any branding. He stated the Park 
District has the funds available for this project. 

David Melford, River Forest, stated he has reservations on this agreement and questions why Dominican can 
have access to a field that is closed to everyone else prior to April 1st. He stated Dominican pays little fees for an 
unfair advantage, including a marketing advantage to commuters on the METRA line who will see the Dominican 
branding. 

Jean Buckley, River Forest, stated that River Forest is a landlock community struggling with space, and the Park 
District has funds available to spend. She opposes the agreement with Dominican, and opposes a partnership 
with a religious organization. She stated the agreement is counter to the Park District’s Vision and Mission 
Statement.    

Joe Shaker, River Forest, opposes an agreement with Dominican regarding Keystone #2; however, is in favor of 
working with Dominican in other areas. He asked the Board to pause the process and create a resident 
committee to review the agreement. 

Steve Boal, River Forest, stated he agrees with the Public Comment points that have already been presented, 
and he does not know anyone who supports this agreement. 

Jan Seagar, River Forest, stated she agrees with the Public Comment points that have already been presented, 
and especially disagrees with allowing signage in the park. 

Steve Goldhaber, River Forest, opposes an agreement with Dominican regarding Keystone #2. He asked if 
Dominican had not approached the Park District, would have the Park District approached Dominican? He asked 
for a community survey be conducted for resident feedback. 

Sheba Chiplunkar, River Forest, opposes an agreement with Dominican regarding Keystone #2, and opposes 
private organization logos in the parks. 

River Forest Park District 
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Gregory Abcarian, River Forest, opposes an agreement with Dominican regarding Keystone #2. He stated 
Dominican pays no taxes, $200,000 can be fundraised, and he opposes Catholic signage on public lands. He 
stated that none of River Forest government agencies talk to/work with each other. 

Carly Grant, River Forest, asked how this agreement fits in the Park District’s Vision & Mission Statements. She is 
opposed to Catholic signage on public lands. 

Juany Honeycutt, River Forest, opposes an agreement with Dominican regarding Keystone #2. She stated there 
are limited resources available for everyone to share. 

President Grant read a summary of written comments received. 
 
The Park District has 3 FOIA requests for documentation on the Dominican Partnership from: 
 

• Emma Gaddipati, River Forest 
• Matthew Dvorak, River Forest 
• Daniel Kirschner, River Forest 

 
The Pak District has received the following written comments: 
 

1. Greg White, River Forest, opposes a partnership with Dominican regarding Keystone #2. 
2. Greg White, River Forest, requested he be involved in any Dominican partnership discussions, and notifying the 

Park Board that he and RFYBS will not make any concessions regarding a partnership with Dominican 
regarding Keystone #2. 

3. Christopher Cheney, opposes a partnership with Dominican regarding Keystone #2. 
4. Sheba Chiplunkar, River Forest, requested Park District Meeting Minutes and audio files for 2024. 
5. Lindsay Rask opposes a partnership with Dominican regarding Keystone #2. 
6. Sheba Chiplunkar, River Forest, requesting Park District Board Meetings be recorded and published on the 

website. 
7. Sheba Chiplunkar, River Forest, requesting the cost for the Keystone #1 Ballfield Project. 
8. The Treatman Family opposes a partnership with Dominican regarding Keystone #2. 
9. Steve Goldhaber, expressed concerns with a 10-year agreement with Dominican and submitted a letter with his 

concerns and lack of transparency. 
10. Ross Lissuzzo, River Forest, submitted a number of questions he is hearing from others. 
11. Barbara Stoldt, River Forest, opposes a partnership with Dominican regarding Keystone #2. 
12. Eric Simon, River Forest, opposes a partnership with Dominican regarding Keystone #2. 
13. Sheba Chiplunkar, River Forest, requested the quote to turf the Keystone #2 Project. 
14. Lailani Workman, River Forest, opposes a partnership with Dominican regarding Keystone #2. 
15. Sheba Chiplunkar, River Forest, asked for a copy for the Park District’s Bylaws. 
16. Toni Todoric, asking to discuss with the Board the change of contracted Pros for the platform tennis program. 
17. Janet Saeger, River Forest, ask that all written public comment be included in the Board Packet and access to 

the Board Packet should be 1 click on the website. 
18. Nancy Jorgenson, River Forest, opposes a partnership with Dominican regarding Keystone #2 ballfield. 
19. Susan Wolf, River Forest, opposes a partnership with Dominican regarding Keystone #2 ballfield, and has 

concern for lack of transparency. 
20. Jarod Larson, River Forest, supports the idea of closing Keystone Avenue between Lake and Central to create 

a unified park.  
21. Corina Davis, River Forest, opposes a partnership with Dominican allowing Dominican access to Keystone #2, 

and asks that the Park District Board Meetings be recorded ad published on the website. 
22. Sheba Chiplunkar, River Forest, asked if RFYBS or RFYS have ever requested their logos be place on a field? 
23. Dan & Emily Kirscher, River Forest, opposes a partnership with Dominican allowing Dominican access to 

Keystone #2. 
24. Louis Leonardi, opposes a partnership with Dominican regarding Keystone #2. 
25. Patty Henek, River Forest, opposes a partnership with Dominican regarding Keystone #2. 
26. Camille McLamb opposes a partnership with Dominican regarding Keystone #2, and questions if the community 

wants a synthetic turf infield. 
27. Katie Krickbaum opposes a partnership with Dominican regarding Keystone #2. 
28. Roshni Ricchetti opposes a partnership with Dominican regarding Keystone #2. 
29. Rabbi Max Wiess has concerns with allowing a Dominican to brand on Park District property. 



Old Business: President Grant opened Board discussion on an agreement with Dominican regarding Keystone 
#2. President Grant discussed the online petition opposing an agreement with Dominican regarding Keystone #2. 
He noted that he may have signed the petition as it is drafted; however, the petition includes numerous mis-
information items. His preference would have been to see a petition that included actual contact with residents, 
and only signed by residents. 

He discussed that there is little difference between the synthetic infield of a Little League field and an NCAA field, 
and there has never been any discussion to build a NCAA compliant complex. To accommodate Dominican field 
needs, 2 foul poles will be added to the project. 

He discussed that while the Park District has $6M in the bank, much of these funds are already committed for 
other capital projects and to maintain the Park District’s fund balance. He noted it’s the Board fiduciary 
responsibility to consider the agreement. 

He agreed the Board must get better with communicating to the Village, and discussed the timeline since March, 
2024 regarding the agreement. 

He discussed misperceptions & miscommunication that he has read online, and is troubled by the online behavior 
of some residents. He discussed the Park District is not selling land, giving up control of land, or losing space in 
general. He disputed comments that weekday softball practices completed by 4PM on Keystone #2 in February-
March would have any impact to resident’s use of the park. This field accounts of 10% of the field space in the 
park. He walks the park daily, and notes the park is quiet before 4PM on weekdays. He discussed the game 
conflict is minimal, with a possible 2 Saturday (possibly Monday) doubleheader in conflict with RFYBS games. 
RFYBS has an estimated 208 hours of games scheduled on Keystone #2 in the spring, and Dominican’s conflict 
would be 6-12 hours a year. He disagrees that his project has no benefit for the youth in the Village. 

He disagrees with Public Comments that everyone is against the agreement, as he has talked to many people 
who think this agreement with Dominican is a good idea. He discussed previous community opposition to adding 
the 3rd/4th platform tennis courts and the Keystone #1 synthetic infield project, and the results of those projects 
have been highly successful. 

He asked Director Sletten what would be the next step for this project, and Director Sletten stated that if the 
agreement is approved, the Park District would present the project to the Village Board in January/February for a 
minor amendment to the Keystone Planned Development Ordinance, allowing the Keystone #2 infield to be 
converted to synthetic turf. Also, engineering would begin on the project and bid documents would be completed 
and posted in February, with a planned bid opening in March. Construction of the project would begin in July. 

Commissioner Libera discussed the field use schedules between Dominican and RFYBS, noted how well they 
dovetail together. 

Commissioner Healy asked about artwork and the logos size, and Director Sletten stated that they would be 
restricted to the back stop pad size (4’ high pads) and windscreen height (6’ high).  

Commissioner Bade noted that only 4 residents contacted him regarding the agreement. With all the activity on 
social media regarding this agreement, he was surprised why so few residents contacted him. He stated that 
while the Park District can do better with communicating to the Village, it is a 2-way street, and residents do have 
some responsibility keep themselves informed. He stated he is not in favor of allowing Dominican logos and he is 
not comfortable taking action on the agreement until he see an attorney’s opinion regarding Dominican’s logo’s 
being allowed at Keystone #2. He believes the process is moving too fast, and this project could be paused for a 
year. 

Commissioner Roche agreed with Commissioner Bade to pause the agreement for transparency. Commissioner 
Roche discussed his shock at what was being posted on social media, and the personal attacks at individuals. He 



noted that he also was contacted by 2 residents; however, he reached out to about 40 residents to discuss this 
issue. He believes RFYBS is being ill-served by its leadership.   

John Planek, Dominican University Athletic Director, discussed the partnership discussions/process between the 
Park District and Dominican since March, 2024. He stated Dominican has been in River Forest for 125 years, 
wants to be a good neighbor in the community. He discussed that Dominican wants to do the right thing, and has 
no intension of trying to take over ballfields. He discussed they are very willing to work with other field use groups 
to make sure a field schedule works for everyone. He discussed Dominican and the Park District already work 
together on programs and Dominican is providing the Park District with indoor space, and the partnership will 
continue regardless of the agreement. 

The Board agreed to pause any action on the agreement, and asked staff to: 

• Set up a schedule on the process for this project  
• Set up a meeting with Dominican and RFYBS to discuss field scheduling. 
• Solicit an Attorney’s Opinion if Dominican can logo the backstop pads and windscreen on Keystone #2 for 

the baseball/softball season. 
• Solicit quotes for a traffic/parking study. 

Director Sletten presented the 2024 Tax Levy Ordinance, the Tax Levy Narrative, and the Capital Projects 
Budget. President Grant moved to approve the 2024 Tax Levy Ordinance, seconded by Commissioner Heay. A 
roll call vote followed, and the motion was approved 5-0. 

Director Sletten presented the 2024 Tax Levy Reduction Ordinance. President Grant moved to approve the 2024 
Tax Levy Reduction Ordinance, seconded by Commissioner Heay. A roll call vote followed, and the motion was 
approved 5-0. 

Director Sletten presented the Paid Leave for All Workers Act. He noted that while the State has exempted 
schools and park districts from this Act, Cook County did not. President Grant moved to approve the Paid Leave 
for All Workers Act, seconded by Commissioner Healy. A voice vote followed, and the motion was approved 4-1 
(Roche) 

Director Sletten noted that he had met with Gino Viele and discussed the Park District’s tennis program. 

New Business: Director Sletten presented the 2025 Board Meeting Schedule. Commissioner Bade requested the 
meeting times in the summer months be 6:30pm. Commissioner Libera requested the document be title Board 
Meeting Dates. Commissioner Bade moved to approve the amended 2025 Board Meeting Dates, seconded by 
President Grant. A voice vote followed, and the motion was approved 5-0.    

Director Sletten presented the 2025 Board Meeting Calendar. Commissioner Libera requested the document be 
titled Board Calendar Topics. Commissioner Healy moved to approve the 2025 Board Calendar Topics, seconded 
by Commissioner Libera. A voice vote followed, with the motion approved 5-0. 

Commissioner Bade moved to approve the November 11, 2024 Board Meeting Minutes, seconded by President 
Grant. Commissioner Bade noted one change in the Minutes. A voice vote followed, and the motion was 
approved 5-0. 
 
The Board reviewed the November, 2024 Financial Statements. 
 
Commissioner Libera moved to approve the November, 2024 Vendor Disbursements for $62,258.21, seconded 
by Commissioner Healy. A roll call vote followed, and the motion was approved 5-0. 
 
Board Reports: Commissioner Roche noted he attended the Village Collaboration Meeting.  
 
WSSRA Reports: The next WSSRA Board Meeting is on 12/10 at the Village of Elmwood Park Recreation Center 
 
Staff Reports: Staff Reports were submitted to the Board.  
 



Commissioner Libera moved to adjourn at 9:35PM, seconded by President Grant. A voice vote followed, and the 
motion was approved 5-0. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Michael J. Sletten, Secretary 



LIQUID CASH 

RIVER FOREST PARK DISTRICT 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

For the Month Ending 

December 2024 

DEBIT 

FOREST PARK NATIONAL BANK GENERAL FUND 

Beginning Balance 

Total Revenue 

Disbursements 

Total Dlsbursments 

ENDING CASH IN BANK 

FOREST PARK NATIONAL BANK PAYROLL 

Beginning Balance 

Program Revenue 

Miscellaneous Revenue 

Total Revenue 

Credit Card Transaction Fees 

Payroll Expense 

Total Disbursements 

ENDING CASH IN BANK 

IPDLAF CERT/FICA TES OF DEPOSIT 

Beginning Balance 

Interest 

Total Revenue 

Total Disbursements 

ENDING CASH IN BANK 

43,609.76 

1,446.73 

45,056.49 

3,745.71 

3,745.71 

CREDIT BALANCE 

384,912.25 

67,658.04 

67,658.04 

317,254.21 

181,374.44 

3,598.02 

63,612.43 

67,210.45 

159,220.48 

995,719.33 

999,465.04 































River Forest Park District 

Memo 
To: Board of Commissioners 

From: John Beto 

Date: 01/13/2025 

Re: January Board Report 

Ice Rink: This ice rink opened on January 6th. Staff is cleaning and watering the rink daily at 5am. 

Keystone Ornamental Fence: For the past month, staff has been removing 4 sections at a time the 
ornamental fence along Lake Street, for refurbishment.  The contracted price for this work was over $30,000, so 
there is a significant savings with staff doing the work. The work is expected to be completed in February. 

Parks: Staff will begin winter tree pruning in all parks the last week of January. 



River Forest Park District 

Memo 
To: Board of Commissioners 

From: Karen Stille, Superintendent of Recreation 

Ellie Olayo, Recreation Manager 

CC: Michael Sletten, Executive Director 

Date: 1/13/2025 

Re: January Board Report – Recreation Services 

Winter-Spring Fun Guide 

The Winter-Spring Fun Guide is available online.  Registration is open with winter classes beginning Monday, 
January 6th.   

Birthday Parties 

This January, three birthday parties are scheduled at The Depot.  Each party is 2 hours and includes a birthday 
party host, a contracted themed activity, and lots of fun!  There is an Art Party with Kidcreate Studio on 1/12, a 
Lego Party with Computer Explorers on 1/25, and a Minecraft Party with Computer Explorers on 1/26.   

Platform Tennis 

Annual Passes:  We are currently at 275 adult pass holders and 1 junior pass holder. 

House Leagues:  The Men’s House League is FULL with 104 players, making 8 teams of 13 players per team.  
The Men’s League runs on Sundays through April.  The Women’s Monday House League just filled with 48 
players.  Their season runs through March.  The Thursday Women’s House League had low enrollment, so the 
format has been modified to a more informal play.  Available players will reach out to the captain weekly, and 
based on availability, players will be scheduled to a court.  The Thursday Women’s Group will begin play on 
January 16th and play until April 3rd.  25 women are registered for the Thursday House Play.   

Lessons: Pro, Jennifer Thomas is teaching Intro and Intermediate lessons on Thursdays and Saturdays.  20 
people are registered, with 4 people on a waitlist.  We are working with the pro to find a time that can 
accommodate people on the waitlist.   

Keystone Cup Tournament:  This annual tournament will begin on January 20th.  Players register as a pair and 
play in either an A Division or B Division bracket.  The tournament is set-up as a consolation bracket played 
across 2 months.  For each match, teams have 2 weeks to schedule and play their match.  Updated brackets 
will be posted every 2 weeks.  46 pairs are registered for the tournament.   

Youth Athletic Programs 

A variety of Youth Athletic Programs are scheduled at District 90 schools this winter.  Programs are offered for 
ages 3-12.  Programs included are Flag Football, Youth Tennis Lessons, Basketball Gametime, Floor Hockey, 
and Indoor Soccer.  Currently, there are 80 children registered for the winter of 2025. 



Rec Basketball League (grades PreK-8):  534 kids are registered for our Rec Basketball League!  
Practices began in November for grades 3-8, with games for all divisions beginning on Saturday, January 
11th.  We have 86 volunteer coaches, playing at three District 90 Schools and Trinity High School.  The 
Coaches Orientation and Championship Games are held at Dominican University.   
 
Adult Programs 
 
Indoor Pickleball Social & Open Play:  This program began on December 3rd and is for players of all skill 
levels. There is an emphasis on senior beginning and intermediate play.  This is structured as a social 
league format and participants are encouraged to socialize and meet other pickleball enthusiasts.  
Instructor, Kelly Frank leads this program that runs on Tuesdays and Thursdays at the River Forest 
Community Center through April.  33 participants are registered.  Beginning in May, the Pickleball 
program will be back outdoors.   
 
Indoor Volleyball:  23 people are registered for the indoor volleyball program that runs on Thursdays at 
Roosevelt Middle School.  This program is for informal pick-up games, with no league play allowed.   
 
Indoor Basketball:  Registration is currently low for this program to be held at Roosevelt Middle School.  
We plan to start the program one week later in hopes of getting more people to register.  Typically, this 
program is held on Wednesdays, but had to be moved to Fridays due to our youth basketball program.  
This is most likely why we don’t have the numbers we normally would.   
 
Bridge:  Level 2 and Level 3 Bridge classes are being offered at The Depot on Tuesdays and Fridays beginning 
January 17th.  Mary Schultz will be teaching 16 participants the card game of bridge.   
 
Yoga:  Beginning Yoga classes are continuing at The Depot this winter.  Classes are offered on Monday and 
Wednesday mornings with our certified instructor, Julia Robling Griest.   
 
School Day Out Programs  
 
Kids can participate in fun programs at The Depot on days when they are off of school.  These School Day Out 
programs have been very popular. 
 
Lego Camps (ages 5-10):  Play-Well TEKnologies continues to offer School Day Off LEGO® Camps with tens 
of thousands of LEGO® parts.  Projects are rotated seasonally to ensure that even returning students get a new 
experience.  January LEGO® Camps at The Depot:  1/6 & 1/20 from 9am-1pm.   
 
Slime Program (ages 5-10):  After Lego Camp on 1/6, kids were invited to extend their day off by participating in 
this hands-on slime class from 1pm-4pm.   
 
SnowPalooza Program (ages 5-10):  After Lego Camp on 1/20, kids are invited to stay and get messy in this 
winter-themed art class from 1pm-4pm.   



 River Forest Park District 

Memo 
To:  Board of Commissioners 

From:  Amanda Kennedy  

CC:  Michael Sletten 

Date:  January 13, 2025 

Re:  January Board Report - Administration & Finance 

 

Tax Collections: We collected $3336.81 in taxes for the month of December for a YTD total of 940772.06.   
 
Finance: There were no negative numbers for December  
 
Audit: Lauterbach & Amen, LLP is in the process of finalizing the audit with hopes to present it at the February 
Board Meeting. 
 
Personnel: We have hired a new Finance Supervisor, Monika Jones.  Monika started training the beginning of 
December and will be part time starting in January. You will have the opportunity to meet Monika when she 
attends the board meeting for the yearly audit presentation in February. 



 River Forest Park District 

Memo 
To: Board of Commissioners 

From: Michael Sletten 

Date: 1/13/24 

Re: January Board Report 

Reports 
 
Staff Reports: Included are the Staff Reports.  
 
WSSRA Report: The next WSSRA Board Meeting is Tuesday, January 14th, at the WSSRA offices.  
 
 

New Business 
 
Constitution Park Project – Construction Services Documents: Attached is JSD’s proposal to draft the 
construction documents for redevelopment of Constitution Park. Staff recommend that the Board approve the 
Landscape Architecture  
 

• Landscape Surveying and Mapping Services: Survey only, no need for Title Work Coordination and 
Review. 

• Landscape Architecture Services. Staff recommends approval of these services. 
• Construction Services: Staff recommends only approval of Construction Administration and no need for 

Grant Administration. The Park District can pay, as needed, per visit for Construction Observation 
 
Action recommended to approve JSD’s Construction Documents Proposal, based on staff’s 
recommendations for a total of $92,000, plus a $2,750 contingency for Construction Observation visits.    
 
Board Meeting Recordings: The Park Board has received a couple of requests to recording and post the Park 
District Board Meeting online. If the Board wishes to post recorded meetings, staff will record the meetings via 
zoom and post on the Park District website. 
 
Action possible to post the video recordings of Park District Board Meeting on the Park District 
website. 
 
WSSRA Board Appointments: Attached is a letter required to be submitted annually to WSSRA, identifying 
the Park District representatives to the WSSRA Board. The Park District’s Representative is Michael Sletten, 
and the Park District’s Alternate Representative is Karen Stille. 
 
Action required to appoint Michael Sletten as the Park District’s Representative on the WSSRA Board, 
and Karen Stille as the Park District’s Alternate Representative on the WSSRA Board. 
 
 
 
 
 



Old Business 
 
Keystone Ballfield #2 Project: Attached is an email from the Village Manager and Village Director of Public 
Works that there is no requirement for a parking/traffic study and the project will have no additional impacts on 
the Village infrastructure. 
 
While not required, staff recommends the Board hold a Public Meeting is soliciting public feedback on 2 
separate items: the conversion of the Keystone Ballfield #2 to synthetic turf and the field rental agreement with 
Dominican University for their University for their Women’s Softball Team. The meeting can be broken out into 2 
sections to solicit public feedback on each. We will need 3 Board Members to confirm attendance to this 
meeting. To provide proper notice, the 2 possible dates for this Public Meeting are 1/27 & 2/3. After the Public 
feedback on the synthetic portion of the Public Meeting, the Board can make a decision weather to make a 
minor amendment request to the Keystone Planned Development Ordinance to the Village Board at their 2/10 
or 2/24 Board Meeting. 
 
Dominican Keystone Ballfield #2 Agreement: A meeting between representatives from the Park District, 
Dominican University, and RFYBS took place on 12/20/24. Attached is and email for the Park District Attorney 
noting the Intergovernmental Cooperation Section of the Illinois Constitution expressly allowing a partnership 
with Dominican University and allowing the Dominican Women’s Softball Team logo to be displayed at the 
ballfield. 
 
Priory Park Project: At the 12/17/24 Board COW Meeting, the Architect presented a 2,500 SF splash pad, with 
another 500 SF ribbon space around the splash pad. Staff has conducted research on similar splash pads, and 
believes a 2,500 SF splash pad to accommodate 100-167 participant is too large. Staff believes a splash pad in 
the 70-participant range is a better size. Based on Vortex’s calculations, a 1,500 SF splash pad would 
accommodate 60-100 participants.  
 
There are a couple of issues to consider when determining the size of the splash pad. 
 

• Vortex noted their average splash pad is around 2,000 SF. Our research of the splash pads installed by 
Vortex in the 5 counties is 1,300-2,000 SF. The larger pads were attached to aquatic center complexes. 

• Parking: The building addition will increase the parking demand in the park. With the addition of the 
splash pad, we need to consider the total parking demand in the park. Parking calculations will be 
based and the maximum use of the facility. 

• One municipality said their 1,300 SF pad used 1.1 million gallons of water for the season. The 
Village charges $12.40/100 CU FT for combined sewer/water (we will have to pay sewer), so that 
would be $18,186 annually for a 1,300 SF splash pad. 

• The jets coming out of the ground are the most popular water feature.   

The water storage tanks for the recycling of splash pad water for irrigation would need to be located in an 
open grass space, with nothing built above and no landscape plantings nearby. This will be an issue with 
the limited grass space around the splash pad. The cost for the system is $80,000 for materials only, plus 
annual maintenance costs to maintain the pump and filter system. We spend between $1,500 and $3,000 
annually to water the Priory fields, so it will be more expensive to reuse the water for irrigation verses 
letting it be drained. 

Priory Park is our Summer Sports Camp site, and we want to keep this program at Priory for the summer 
of 2025. To accommodate this, the project is scheduled to begin on 8/11, with the building addition 
scheduled for completion on 1/2/26, and the splash pad scheduled for completion on 5/15/26. Our 
Architect believes this is a very workable schedule. 

Park Security Cameras: The Board asked that this item be place on the January, 2025 Board Meeting 
Agenda at their September, 2024 Board Meeting.  

Attached is the quote from Griffon Systems to install 5 security cameras at Keystone (2), Priory (1), Washington 
Commons (1), and Washington Square (1). A 6th camera will be installed at Constitution Park next year during 
the Constitution Park Project. All the cameras are focused on high use areas such as playgrounds, restrooms, 
and racquet courts.  



 
The cost for the 5 cameras installed is $35,975.00. In addition, there is an annual license fee of 
$180.00/camera, and 3 of the 5 cameras will need a SIM card at an annual cost of $420/camera. 
 
The 2 cameras proposed at the Keystone and Washington Square tennis courts will require power. The cost to 
run power to the Washington Square cameras is $7,577.00. We are having a difficult time getting a proposal 
from the contractor who installed the tennis court lights; however, we believe the cost would be similar to the 
Washington Square price. 
 
Staff will have access to the cameras and they will be linked to the Village Police monitors. 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

























401 Thatcher Avenue, River Forest, IL 60305 • 708-366-6660 
www.rfparks.com 

January 14 2025 

Marianne Birko, Secretary 
WSSRA Board of Directors 
2915 Maple Street 
Franklin Park, IL 60131 

Dear WSSRA Board Secretary: 

At the January 13, 2025 meeting of the River Forest Park District, the River Forest Park 
District Board of Commissioners made the following appointments to the WSSRA Board 
of Directors.  

Regular Representative: Michael J. Sletten, Executive Director 
401 Thatcher Avenue, River Forest IL 60305 
708-890-1092 (C)
msletten@rfparks.com

 Alternate: Karen Stille, Superintendent of Recreation 
902 E Anderson Drive 
Palatine, Illinois 60074 
847-951-1058 (C)
kstille@rfparks.com

It is the understanding of this park district that the role of the representative, regular or 
alternate, as a voting member of the WSSRA Board is to set policy and authorize the 
expenditure of funds contributed by association members.  The park district also agrees 
that actions taken by the WSSRA Board are binding upon the district, as if they were 
taken by the district.   

In accordance with the Amended and Restated Articles of Agreement of WSSRA, these 
appointments are effective until otherwise notified. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Grant, President 
































	1-13-25 Agenda
	13. Closed Session
	 Approval of Minutes – November 1, 2024 (motion, discussion, voice vote)
	 The Appointment, Employment, Compensation, Discipline, Dismissal, Performance or Personal Status of Employees, Officers, and Legal Counsel for the Park District
	14. Adjournment

	1-13-25ak
	1-13-25jb
	1-13-25ks
	1-13-25ms
	12-9-24 Minutes
	2025 WSSRA Board Appointments
	20250110110438
	20250110113731
	20250110113832
	20250110114112
	20250110114228
	20250110114733



