
River Forest Park District 
Regular Board Meeting  
March 10, 2025, 6:00 PM 

The Depot 
401 Thatcher Avenue, River Forest, Illinois  

 
Agenda 

 
If you would like to make the comment via Zoom, phone or email please email Michael Sletten at 

msletten@rfparks.com by 4:00 PM on Monday, March 10, 2025. 

 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86192162970?pwd=XahfaRDDlmhLXx1ayYbFeQWPRYIlbQ.1 
Meeting ID: 861 9216 2970 
Passcode: 223678 
 
Join by Phone 
312 626 6799 
Meeting ID: 861 9216 2970 
Passcode: 223678 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
2. Roll Call – Bade, Healy, Libera, Roche and Grant 
 
3. Approval of Minutes 

 

• February 10, 2025 (motion, discussion, voice vote) 
 

4. Financial Statements Review (POSTPONED) 
 

• Financial Statement Discussion 
 

5. Approval of Disbursements, January & February (motion, discussion, roll call vote) (POSTPOND) 
 

6. Public Comment 
 

7. Correspondence to the Board 
 

8. Board Reports 
 

• General Comments (non-agenda items) 

• Liaisons 
a. Village Collaboration Committee: Roche 
b. Village: Grant 
c. Library: Libera 
d. Schools: Roche 
e. Affiliates: Bade 

• Park Captains/Park Comments 
 

9. Staff Reports 
 

• Park Services 

• Recreation Services 

• Administration and Finance 

• Executive Director 
 

10. WSSRA Report 

mailto:msletten@rfparks.com


 
11. New Business 

 

• Signage 

• ATV Purchase (motion, discussion, roll call vote) 

• Surplus Equipment (motion, discussion, roll call) 
 

12. Old Business 
 

• Keystone Ball Field #2 Project (motion, discussion, voice vote) 

• Priory Park Project (motion, discussion, voice vote) 

• Capital Projects 
a. Constitution Park Project 

i. Village DRB 2nd Presentation/Approval: 4/3/25 
ii. Estimated Village Board Presentation/Approval: 4/28/25 
iii. Estimated start date: 6/15/24 

b. Priory Park Project 
i. Estimated Public Meeting: 3/26-4/2 
ii. Estimated Village Presentation: 4/14/25 
iii. Estimated Village DRB Presentation: 5/3/25 
iv. Estimated Village DRB Presentation/Approval 6/5/25 
v. Estimated Village Board Presentation/Approval: 6/23/25 
vi. Estimated start date: 8/15/24 

 
13. Closed Session 

 

• Approval of Minutes – February 10, 2025 (motion, discussion, voice vote) 

• The Appointment, Employment, Compensation, Discipline, Dismissal, Performance or Personal Status of 
Employees, Officers, and Legal Counsel for the Park District 

 
14. Adjournment 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 
 
 
 
The Board of Commissioners of the River Forest Park District convened at 6:00 PM on Monday, February 10, 
2025 at the River Forest Park District, 401 Thatcher Avenue, River Forest, Illinois. 

Roll call was taken with Commissioners Bade, Healy, Libera, and Grant present. Also present was Director 
Sletten and Marianne Birko (WRRSA Executive Director). 

President Grant moved to amend the meeting agenda, listing WSSRA Presentation as #3 on the agenda, 
seconded by Commissioner Libera. A voice vote followed, and the motion was approved 4-0. 

Director Birko presented her annual WSSRA Report to the Board.  
 
Commissioner Healy moved to approve the January 13, 2025 Board Meeting Minutes, seconded by 
Commissioner Bade. Commissioner Bade noted a couple of changes in the Minutes. Commissioner Libera asked 
for clarification on the Keystone Ballfield #2 project discussion. Was the pause that is noted in the Minutes 
referring to the project/Dominican Agreement or just the project. Director Sletten stated that the pause was 
referring to the project/Dominican Agreement. President Grant stated he was going to discuss this under Board 
Member Comments. A voice vote followed, and the motion was approved 4-0. 
 
Public Comment: None. 

Correspondence to the Board: Grant read a summary of written comments received. 
 

1. Sara Maly Lisy, providing feedback on the plans for the Constitution Park Project. 
 
Board Reports: Commissioner Bade asked that Board Meeting notices and a link for the recorded meetings be 
included in the Park Bench. Commissioner Libera noted the park sign boards are out-of-date, and Director Sletten 
stated that staff is working on upgrades for the boards. President Grant asked that the Keystone Ballfield #2 
Project be added to the March Board Meeting Agenda. He believed the Keystone Ballfield Project and the 
Dominican Agreement are 2 separate items. The Board has already approved moving the Keystone Ballfield #2 
Project up a year, and he does not see why this has to be delayed.   
 
WSSRA Reports: The next WSSRA Board Meeting is on 1/14 at the WSSRA Offices. Commissioner Libera will 
serve as the Board Representative at the WSSRA Legislative Brunch on 2/28. 
 
Staff Reports: Staff Reports were submitted to the Board. Commissioner Libera asked that signs be posted at the 
ice rink, noting that the rink is closed for the season, and she requested to view any future platform tennis 
surveys. 

New Business: Director Sletten presented the section of the Park District Ordinance addressing signage in the 
parks, and the Park Sign Form for hanging banners the Park District fences. Commissioner Bade asked for a Sign 
Guideline document be developed to address signage in the parks. 

Old Business: Director Sletten presented staff recommendations regarding the size, water features, and surfacing 
for the Priory Park splash pad. The Board provided their comments on their splash pad tour and staff’s 
recommendations. The Board agreed on the following changes: 

• The splash pad should be 1,700-1,800 SF. 

• The splash pad will be designed for up to 8-9 years old. The spray features should be designed 
accordingly. 

• The splash pad surface shall be stamped concrete, with the concrete stained with color. 

  

River Forest Park District 
Regular Board Meeting Minutes of 

February 10, 2025 



 

The Board reviewed and discussed the Capital Projects Schedule. 

Commissioner Healy moved to enter into Closed Session at 7:05 PM for the appointment, employment, 
compensation, discipline, dismissal, performance or personal status of employees, officers, and legal counsel for 
the Park District, seconded by Commissioner Libera. A voice vote followed, and the motion was approved 4-0  

The Board reconvened into Open Session at 7:18 PM. 
 
Commissioner Helay moved to adjourn at 7:18 PM, seconded by Commissioner Bade. A voice vote followed, and 
the motion was approved 4-0. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Michael J. Sletten, Secretary          
 



 

River Forest Park District 

Memo 
To: Board of Commissioners 

From: John Beto 

Date: March 10, 2025 

Re: Park Services Report 

Ice Rink: Staff has removed the liner and rink boards, and the temporary fence is scheduled to be removed the 
week of March 10th. In mid-March, staff will set up the site for sand volleyball. 
 
Batting Gages: Staff has cleaned and set up the Keystone and Priory batting cages. We are waiting of couple 
of parts to complete setup and the cages are scheduled to be open in mid-March.   
 
Tennis/Pickleball Courts: Staff has cleaned and set up the Keystone tennis courts, including setting up the 
portable pickleball nets. The Washington tennis courts were open during the winter. The lights will turn on April 
1st per Village Light Ordinance. 
 
Keystone Temporary Batting Cage: RFYBS signed off on the temporary batting cage and soft-toss stations 
on 2/26. The equipment will be delivered in 4-6 weeks. We have the pole sleeves for the temporary batting cage 
poles, and staff is scheduled to install these before the end of the month.  
 
Parks: Staff has completed the winter pruning in all parks for the season.    
 



 

 River Forest Park District 

Memo 
To: Board of Commissioners 

From: Karen Stille, Superintendent of Recreation 

 Ellie Olayo, Recreation Manager 

 Ethan Gutzmer, Athletic Manager 

CC: Michael Sletten 

Date: 3/10/2025 

Re: March Board Report – Recreation Services  

 
Summer Camp Fun Guide 
 
The Summer Camp Fun Guide is available online.  Resident registration for camps began on Monday, March 
3rd and non-resident registration will begin on Monday, March 17th.  We have already received 1,052 
registrations after only two (2) days of registration being open.  Staff is currently working on the Summer 
Program & Event Fun Guide that’s expected to be online Monday, April 21st.    

 
Hiring Seasonal Summer Staff 
 
Rec Department Staff attended the OPRF High School Job Fair on Friday, February 28th to recruit seasonal 
staff ages 16+.  Summer Camp positions are available, as well as Birthday Party Hosts and Athletic Site 
Supervisors.  Interested applicants should fill out an application and submit it to Karen Stille by Friday, May 9th.   

 
Youth Athletic Programs 

 
We have a variety of Youth Athletic Programs taking place at District 90 gyms this winter.  Programs are offered 
for kids ages 3-12. Programs include: Youth Tennis Lessons, Basketball Gametime, Floor Hockey, Flag 
Football and Indoor Soccer.  
Winter Session 2:  Runs 2/12/25-4/11/25 with 87 kids participating 

 
Rec Basketball League (grades PreK-8):  534 kids are registered for our Rec Basketball League, including 86 
volunteer parent coaches, 14 staff as site supervisors, and many contracted referees.  The season is coming to 
an end with Playoffs on March 8th and Championship games on March 15th.  Championship games will be 
played at Dominican University’s Igini Sports Forum.  This year we had 54 teams, which is 8 more than last 
year.   

 
Adult Athletic Programs 
 
Adult Tennis Lessons/Clinics:  Marika Panton is our new contracted tennis instructor beginning lessons on April 
7th.  Marika will be offering Beginner Tennis Lessons, Advanced Beginner Tennis Lessons, and Intermediate 
Cardio Tennis Clinics.  Registration for these lessons/clinics began on March 3rd.   
 
Indoor Pickleball & Open Play: Instructor Kelly Frank continues to lead a popular indoor pickleball program at 
the River Forest Community Center every Tuesday and Thursday. The class offers a morning and midday 
timeslot and has over 45 participants.  The indoor program runs through April 24th.  Outdoor Spring-Summer 
Pickleball programs will begin on April 23rd.     
 



Indoor Co-Ed Volleyball: Informal Pickup games are offered at Roosevelt Middle School on Thursday nights. 
The program is full with 31 adults and ends on March 13th.  We are planning on outdoor sand volleyball league 
this May-June.    
 
Indoor Co-Ed Basketball: This adult program offers fun and competitive scrimmage games Monday evenings at 
Trinity High School. There are currently 12 participants registered for the program that runs through April 21st 

 
Platform Tennis Program 

 
Annual Passes:  We are currently at 284 adult pass holders and 1 junior pass holder. 

 
Winter House Leagues:   
Men’s Sunday Winter House League is full with 104 players/8 teams and ends on April 27th.    
Women’s Monday Winter House League is full with 48 players and ends on March 31st.   
Women’s Thursday Winter House Play has 39 players and ends on April 3rd.   
 
Spring House League:  The Women’s Spring House League has 42 of 28 players registered and begins on 
Monday, April 7th.  This league will be a round robin format.  The men do not have a Spring House League.   
 
Spring Travel League:  The Women’s SW Travel League will begin on April 9th with teams being announced at 
the end of March.   

 
Lessons: Pro, Jennifer Thomas is teaching Coed 1.0, 3.0, and 3.5 lessons on Wednesdays and Thursdays, 
April 2-May 29.     

 
Keystone Cup Tournament:  This annual tournament began on January 20th.  44 pairs registered for the 
tournament that will be wrapping up on Friday, March 21st.  Champions from the Women’s and Men’s A & B 
Divisions will be announced by the end of March.   

 
Special Events 

 
Dance Recital 
Recreation Manager, Ellie Olayo, has been instructing 21 dancers and choreographing 9 performances for the 
20’s themed dance recital that was held on Friday, February 28th at Roosevelt Middle School.  Dancers all 
received a costume and showcased their dance routines on stage.    
 
VIP Bunny Experience 
This is a resident only event held at The Depot on Saturday, April 19th.  This VIP Experience offers three 
separate time slots with a maximum of 60 kids (20 kids per time slot with their grown-ups).  Families attending 
this event will enjoy face painting, a balloon twister, goodie bags, donuts, a private egg hunt, and most 
importantly, meet with the Bunny for a picture.   
 
Community Egg Hunt 
This is a FREE community egg hunt on Saturday, April 19th at 11am at Keystone Park West.  Kids ages 2-10 
can join the bunny at the park to search for hundreds of candy and sticker-filled eggs.  Keystone Park West will 
be divided into 3 sections by age. 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 River Forest Park District 

Memo 
To: Board of Commissioners 

From: Michael Sletten 

Date: 3/10/25 

Re: March Board Report 

Reports 
 
Staff Reports: Included are the Staff Reports.  
 
WSSRA Report: The next WSSRA Board Meeting is Tuesday, March 11th, at the WSSRA offices.  
 
Commissioner Libera, Karen Stille, and I attended the IAPD Legislative Brunch on Friday, 2/28. The 
brunch included hearing from our State Legislators and discussing the IAPD Legislative Platform.  
 
WSSRA’ annual Derby Gala is Saturday, 5/3, 4-7PM in River Grove. Please let me know if any Board 
Member is interested in attending. 
 

New Business 
 
Signage:  The Village sent me their sign ordinance. One section addresses the Park District (government 
entity) can put up signs without a permit. Most of the document is boiler plate language.   
 
4-5-6: SIGNS PERMITTED WITHOUT A PERMIT: Except as regulated by section 4-5-4 of this chapter and 
except as expressly prohibited in section 4-5-7 of this chapter, and notwithstanding any other contrary 
provisions of this chapter, the following signs may, subject to the following limitations, be erected and 
maintained in any district without obtaining a village sign permit. 
 

• Governmental signs: The size of any such sign shall not exceed the requirements of the law, ordinance 
or regulation pursuant to which such sign is erected. Such signs shall be limited to wall or freestanding 
signs of not more than six square feet in area; shall be, if a freestanding sign, not more than four feet in 
height; and shall be illuminated only as necessary to accomplish their intended purpose. 4-5-6(B):  

 
In addition, the Park District is allowed to offer select organizations to hang advertising banners on the fences at 
up to 3 parks. The organizations allowed, the banner sizes, and the length of time the banners are allowed to be 
hung were dictated by the Village.  
 
As the Village Sign Ordinance already specifies the size and height of signage in the parks, staff recommend 
signage issues are addressed on a case by case basis. 
 
ATV: The Park District has solicited proposals for the purchase of a new ATV. We have $23,000 budgeted to 
replace this unit in our Capital Projects Budget. The new ATV replaces an ATV that was lost in an accident last 
summer. We solicited proposals using Sourcewell bid prices, with Kubota being the lowest ATV base bid price; 
however, the final price will vary depending on add-on, dealer assembly, and freight. We are including a snow 
plow for the unit (not in the Capital Projects Budget), so this also impacts the price. The proposals are: 
 



• Burris Equipment: $23,44947 + $5,700 (Western snow plow) = $28,961.41 

• Russo Power Equipment: $31,816.60 (Kubota plow included) 
 

Motion recommended to approve the purchase of a Kubota ATV with Western snow plow for $28,961.41 
 
Surplus Equipment: As part of our soliciting proposals for the ATV, we looked at including the trade-in of a 
2022 John Deer 60” mower. We purchased this mower for $10,000; however, the mower ended up being too 
small and too slow compared to our 72” Toro mowers. We received $5,500 trade-in offers for the mower.  
Norridge Park District has offered $6,500 to purchase the mower, and staff recommends the Board declare the 
mower surplus and sell the mower to Norridge Park District for $6,500. 
 
Motion recommends to declare tout 2022 John Deer 60” mower surplus and direct staff to sell the unit 
for no less than $6,500. 
 

 
Old Business 

 
Keystone Ball Field #2 Project: At the February 10th Board Meeting, President Grant asked that this item be 
added to the agenda. While the Dominican University Agreement discussion is on pause, the conversion of the 
Keystone Ballfield #2 infield to synthetic turf is still in the Park District’s 2025-2026 Capital Projects Budget. This 
project was moved up 1-year in June, 2024. President Grant is asking why the ballfield project is also on a 
pause as this project is not contingent on an agreement with Dominican University.   
 
If the Board wishes to move forward with the project, the only change in the project would be a dugout size 
reduction. The construction schedule would move into the fall and the construction specification would need to 
include limited disturbance along the outfield line as not to impact with the soccer field. The action would be to 
renew engineering and bid documentation for the Keystone Ball Field #2 Project, with a reduction in the dugout 
size to match our other ball field dugouts.   
 
Motion possible to renew engineering and bid documentation for the Keystone Ball Field #2 Project, 
with a reduction in dugout size to match our other ball field dugouts.   
 
Priory Park Project: We have yet received a splash pad site plan with the features includes from the architect; 
however, we will have a plan the Board Meeting. Attached are the site plan (w/o features), and the features we 
specified for the splash pad. We are looking for Board feedback on the plan. 
 
The next step in this project is to hold a Public Meeting to solicit resident feedback, then present the project to 
the Village Board at their 4/14 Board Meeting. 
 

• For the Public Meeting, staff recommends the meeting be held between 3/26-4/2, 6PM at The Depot. A 
minimum of 3 Board Members should be in attendance. 

• For the Village Board Meeting on 4/14, this would be a conflict date with our Board Meeting. The Park 
District’s Meeting begins at 6PM and the Village Meeting begins at 7PM. The Board can keep our 
scheduled meeting on 4/14, with knowledge that one Board Member and myself will need to leave the 
meeting at 7PM to attend the Village Board Meeting, or we can reschedule our Board Meeting to 4/21. 

 






























































	eb56cbb1-bdeb-4d25-942c-37dd9ab52271.pdf
	13. Closed Session
	 Approval of Minutes – February 10, 2025 (motion, discussion, voice vote)
	 The Appointment, Employment, Compensation, Discipline, Dismissal, Performance or Personal Status of Employees, Officers, and Legal Counsel for the Park District
	14. Adjournment

	1501e28d-44b3-4842-9527-20108de22a6e.pdf
	eb56cbb1-bdeb-4d25-942c-37dd9ab52271.pdf
	13. Closed Session
	 Approval of Minutes – February 10, 2025 (motion, discussion, voice vote)
	 The Appointment, Employment, Compensation, Discipline, Dismissal, Performance or Personal Status of Employees, Officers, and Legal Counsel for the Park District
	14. Adjournment


	1501e28d-44b3-4842-9527-20108de22a6e.pdf
	eb56cbb1-bdeb-4d25-942c-37dd9ab52271.pdf
	13. Closed Session
	 Approval of Minutes – February 10, 2025 (motion, discussion, voice vote)
	 The Appointment, Employment, Compensation, Discipline, Dismissal, Performance or Personal Status of Employees, Officers, and Legal Counsel for the Park District
	14. Adjournment



