
 

 
 

Regular Board Meeting  
June 15, 2026, 6:30 PM 

The Depot,  
401 Thatcher Avenue, River Forest, Illinois  

 
Agenda 

 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81533782403?pwd=nQ2hKCpaRtLAvIV6TSuX9TrkbDfoGQ.1 
Meeting ID: 815 3378 2403 
Passcode: 071914 
 
Join By Phone 
312 -626-6799 
Meeting ID: 81533782403 
Passcode: 071914 
 
1. Call to Order 

 
2. Roll Call – Bade, Grant, Healy, Roche and Libera 
 
3. Public Comment 

 
4. Correspondence to the Board 

 
5. Board Reports 

 
• General Comments (non-agenda items) 
• Liaisons 

a. Village Collaboration Committee: Roche 
b. Village: Grant 
c. Library: Libera 
d. Schools: Roche 
e. Affiliates: Bade 
 

6. Consent Agenda (Board Members may request any Consent Agenda Item for separate consideration) 
 

• Minutes – May 11, 2026 
• Financial Statement Review 
• Disbursements – May, 2026 
• WSSRA Report 
• RFCCA Report 
 

7. Consent Agenda Items for Separate Consideration 
 

8. Staff Reports 
• Park Services 
• Recreation Services 
• Executive Director 

 



9. New Business 
 

• Affiliate Agreement (discussion) 
•  Park District Global Planning Review (discussion) 

 
10. Old Business 

 
• 2026-2027 Budget Operating and Capital Budgets (roll call vote) 

 
11. Capital Projects  

• Constitution Park Project 
a. Estimated completion date: 6/24/26 

• Priory Park Project 
a. Estimated completion date: 6/24/26 

• Keystone Ballfield #2 Project 
a. Scheduled start date: 8/31/26 
b. Scheduled completion date: 10/30/26 

 
12. Adjournment 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 
 
 
 
The Board of Commissioners of the River Forest Park District convened at 6:00 PM in Regular Session on 
Monday, May 11, 2026 at the River Forest Park District, 401 Thatcher Avenue, River Forest, Illinois. 
 
Roll call was taken with Commissioners Bade, Healy, and Libera present. Also, present was Director Sletten and 
Superintendent of Recreation Stille. 
 
Public Comment: None 
 
Correspondence to the Board:  

• An email from Cheryl Cargie, River Forest, discussing the platform tennis court incident on 4/12/26, and 
asking for the courts to be locked with fob access. 

• An email from Tom Cargie, River Forest, questioning why the platform tennis courts are open to non-
members, and that he will advise paddle members stop paying their pass holder fees. 

• An email from Carol Dunning, River Forest, questioning why the platform tennis courts cannot be locked. 
• An email from Maura Zinni, River Forest, expressing her concern with the Board’s response to the public 

comment by individuals at the April 13th Board Meeting regarding the platform tennis court incident on 
4/12/26. 

• An email from Jayne Gould, River Forest, questioning the Park District’s use of herbicides in the parks. 
• An email form Maura Zinni, River Forest, expressing her gratitude to the Board Members and Platform 

Tennis Program Committee members who participated in a discussion on platform tennis court use. 
 

Board Reports: None  
 
Consent Agenda: Director Sletten presented an amended Board Minutes and Financial Statement. Commissioner 
Healy moved to approve the Consent Agenda as presented, seconded by Commissioner Bade. A voice vote 
followed, and the motion was approved 3-0. 
 
Staff Reports: Staff Reports were submitted.  
 
Commissioner Roche entered the meeting at 6:15 PM. 
 
New Business: Director Sletten conducted a ballot vote for the office of President and Vice President. 
Commissioner Libera received 4 votes for President, with no other Board Member receiving a vote. Commissioner 
Roche received 4 votes for Vice-President, with no other Board Member receiving a vote. 
 
Commissioner Bade moved to appoint Commissioner Healy as Treasurer and Director Sletten and Secretary of 
the Board, seconded by President Libera. A voice vote followed, and the motion was approved 4-0. 
 
The Board discussed Appointment of Representatives and agree upon amending the representative categories: 

• Village Collaboration Committee Representative, Alternate 
• Affiliate Representative, Alternate 

 
President Libera moved to appoint Commissioner Healy as representative and Commissioner Roche as alternate 
representative to the Village Collaboration Committee; and Commissioner Bade as representative and 
Commissioner Grant as alternate representative to the Affiliate groups, seconded by Commissioner Healy. A 
voice vote followed, and the motion was approved 4-0. 
 
President Libera discussed the meeting she and Commissioner Grant had with the Platform Tennis Program 
Committee. She noted that she was surprised that when presented the option to lock the courts, nobody wished 
to pursue this option. The consensus of the group was to add signage, ask pass-holders to avoid confrontation, 
and communicate the meeting results with the platform tennis membership. 
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Director Sletten provided an update on the RFCCA. Commissioners Bade and Roche expressed concern that the 
general public believes the Park District is taking over the RFCCA building, and asked that information is posted 
that the RFCCA approached the Park District for help. President Libera presented a statement on the issue: 
 
“The Civic Center property transfer by the River Forst Civic Center Authority (RFCCA) is on hold indefinitely. 
Why? Paraphrasing the Civic Center Statute (70 ILCS 200/2-165), authority can be “annexed: to another 
coterminous authority municipality (interpreted to be the Village) or county. The Village has suggested the RFCCA 
pursue a code change, exception or clarification through Springfield that would allow for transfer to another, more 
appropriately missioned, coterminous governmental unit. The RFCCA is undertaking this. 
 
What’s next? The RFCCA will be responsible for continuing to educate the community on the situation; that being, 
there is no money and unless something changes, the building will cease to be useable in the near future. The 
tenant lease agreements include clauses acknowledging this situation. The RFCCA will maintain the building to 
the best of its abilities and funding, and will continue to use the IGA with the Park District for facility maintenance 
until the building ceases to operate due to mechanical and safety issue preventing occupancy. Once that 
happens, the building will sit unused until something changes.” 
 
Commissioner Roche asked if this comment can be read at the May RFCCA Board Meeting. Director Sletten 
stated he will share the statement with the RFCCA Board of Managers, but it’s their decision weather it’s put on 
the agenda or read. 
 
Director Sletten submitted the 2026-2027 Budget and Appropriation Ordinance, the 2026-2027 Operating Budget, 
the 2026 Capital Budget, and the Fund Balance Statement. President Libera noted a couple of edits. The Board 
had no further questions. The Budget and Appropriation Ordinance will be posted for a 30-day review and action 
taken by the Board at their June 15, 2026 Board Meeting. 
 
Director Sletten presented a proposal from Public Research Group to conduct the Community Survey for 
$14,100.00. Three firms were contacted to submit proposals. Commissioner Roche asked how the data is stored 
for future use, and Director Sletten responded be will verify this with the contractor. Commissioner Healy moved 
to accept Public Research Groups proposal of $14,100 to conduct the Community Survey, seconded by 
Commissioner Roche. A roll call vote followed, and the motion was approved 4-0. 
 
Director Sletten provided updates on the Constitution Park and Priory Park Projects. Both projects are scheduled 
to be completed by mid-June. Director Sletten discussed a ribbon cutting for each project, but requested at least 3 
Board Members be present for the events to move forward. The event dates are TBD, but will take place in late 
June. The Board was in agreement with the ribbon cutting events. 
 
Commissioner Healy moved to adjourn at 6:59 PM, seconded by Commissioner Bade. A voice vote followed, and 
the motion was approved 4-0. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Michael J. Sletten, Secretary          
 







































 
 

River Forest Park District 

Memo 
To: Board of Commissioners 

CC:        Michael Sletten, Executive Director   

From: John Beto 

Date: June 15 2026  

Re: June Board Report - Park Services 

 
Park Signs/ Herb Garden: Staff planted perennial and annual flowers at all the park sign plantings and the 
herb garden in mid-May. Additional perennials are scheduled for the park signs; however, the plant we selected 
(Liriope Big Blue), is on order and will be planted in early July when it arrives.  
 
Priory Park Project: The playground drinking fountain has been removed and the area filled and seeded. The 
new drinking fountain is on the east side to the Priory Center. Staff will be doing additional work around one of 
the park benches that has erosion issues in the next couple of weeks.   
 
Constitution Park Project: Staff completed the landscape work where the old ballfield was located on D90 
property. Depending on the success of seed germination, staff may overseed the site again in early September. 
 
RFYBS Field Maintenance Issues: We are having issues with RFYBS coaches improperly sweeping and 
raking the dirt infields after a rain. Priory South is temporary closed due to the damage on the infield from 
improper field drying practices, and the field is going to have to be re-graded. Staff expects the work to be 
completed by 6/16. 
 
The Depot: A new floor has been installed in the METRA waiting room. The floor matches the new floor at the 
Priory Center.    
 



 

Memo 
To: Board of Commissioners 

From: Karen Stille, Superintendent of Recreation 

Ethan Gutzmer, Athletic Manager 

Ellie Olayo, Recreation Manager 

CC: Michael Sletten, Executive Director 

Date: 6/15/26 

Re: June Board Report – Recreation Services  

 
SUMMER CAMP EDITION 

 
 
CAMP NUMBERS 
Camp registrations are currently at 1,351, an increase of 126 registrations (10.3%) compared to this time last 
year. Revenue has reached $212,060, which is $18,819 (9.7%) higher than last year's revenue of $193,241.  
 
CAMP TRAINING 
The Recreation Department successfully trained 16 seasonal camp staff members during the week of June 1. 
Training covered a wide range of topics, including department policies and procedures, WSSRA inclusion 
practices, CPR, first aid, camp planning, and other essential program operations. On the final day of training, 
staff attended a regional training event hosted by the Park District of Tinley Park, joining more than 500 
seasonal employees representing over 30 park districts. Our camp staff is fully prepared and eager to provide 
participants with a safe, engaging, and memorable summer experience.  
 
KIDZ CAMP:  This camp is for kids 6-12 years old and is located at the Priory Center & Priory Park. Kidz Camp 
is a 9-week variety camp, which runs Monday-Friday, June 8-August 7 from 8:30am-1:00pm. 5 trained seasonal 
staff will be working at the camp for an 8:1 ratio. At Kidz Camp, campers will be involved in a variety of fun-filled 
themed activities. They will enjoy art, science, theme days, fitness/agility, sports, games, challenges, water play, 
and more!  We are excited to use the new building and splash pad!  
 
Weekly age-appropriate Kidz Camp themes: 
Week 1: Aloha Summer  Week 6:  Lights, Camera, Action! 
Week 2: Out of this World   Week 7:  Camp Spirit 
Week 3: Field Games Galore  Week 8:  Superhero Training  
Week 4: All About the USA   Week 9:  Campers vs. Counselors 
Week 5: The Great Outdoors    
 
SPORTS CAMP: This camp is for kids 6-12 year olds and is located at the Keystone Center & Keystone Park. 
Sports Camp is a 9-week sports camp, which runs Monday-Friday, June 8-August 7 from 8:30am-1:00pm. 7 
trained seasonal staff will be working at the camp for an 8:1 ratio.  At Sports Camp, campers can fill their days 
with action-packed, high-energy sports. Each week our staff will organize games and contests focusing on a 
different sport.   
 
Weekly age-appropriate Sports Camp themes: 
Week 1: Summer Kickoff   Week 6:  Ready, Set, GO! 
Week 2: Ultimate Warrior   Week 7:  Sports Mania  
Week 3: Field Games Galore  Week 8:  It's out of Here! 
Week 4: All About the USA   Week 9:  Campers vs. Counselors 
Week 5: Nothing but Net 
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JUNE TOT CAMPS (contracted; ages 3-5) 
 
DATES CAMP NAME   LOCATION/TIME     
June 8-June 12 Our Favorite Friends Camp  The Depot/9-11am 
June 8-June 12 Tot Sports Camp   Keystone Park/11:15am-12:45pm    
June 15-June 19 Build & Rescue:  DUPLO  The Depot/9-11am 
June 15-June 19 Tot Sports & Games Camp  Keystone Park/11:15am-12:45pm 
June 22-June 26 Color Me Happy Camp  The Depot/9-11am 
June 22-June 26 Tot Beginner Sports Camp  Washington Commons Park/11:15am-12:45pm  
June 29-July 2 Scientific Creates Camp  The Depot/9-11am 
June 29-July 2 Tot Beginner Sports Camp  Keystone Park/11:15am-12:45pm 
 
TOT LUNCH BUNCH 
This NEW camp program is for kids 3-5 years old, 12:45pm-2pm, M-F at the Train Park Playground. Lunch 
Bunch is a special time for campers to get to know one another, practice social skills, and build new friendships 
in a small, supportive group setting. After lunch, the fun continues with supervised playground activities and 
outdoor play. 
 
JUNE YOUTH VARIETY & SPORTS CAMPS (contracted; ages 6-13) 
 
DATES CAMP NAME  LOCATION/TIME      
June 8-June 12 iCook Camp   The Depot/1-3pm  
June 8-June 12 Improv Camp  The Depot/1-3pm  
June 8-June 12 Flag Football Camp  Keystone Park/1-3pm 
June 8-June 12 Tennis Camp   Keystone Park/1-3pm 
June 8-June 12 Multi-Sports Camp  Dominican University/1-4pm 
June 15-June 19 Let’s Code It Camp  The Depot/1-3pm 
June 15-June 19 LEGO Camp   The Depot 1-4pm 
June 15-June 19 Pickleball Camp  Keystone Park/1-3pm 
June 15-June 19 Ultimate Frisbee Camp Washington Commons Park/1-3:30pm 
June 15-June 19 Soccer Camp  Priory Park/1-4pm 
June 15-June 19 Sports & Games Camp Keystone Park/1-4pm 
June 22-June 26 LEGO Camp   The Depot/1-4pm 
June 22-June 26 Art Camp   The Depot/1-4pm 
June 22-June 26 Tennis Camp   Keystone Park/1-3pm 
June 22-June 26 White Sox Baseball Camp Keystone Park/1-4pm 
June 22-June 26 Golf Camp   Priory Park/1-3pm 
June 22-June 26 Ninja Warrior Camp  Washington Commons Park/1-3pm 
June 29-July 2 Let’s Play It Camp  Keystone Park/1-3pm 
June 29-July 2 STEAM Camp  The Depot/1-3pm 
June 29-July 2 CSI Camp   The Depot/1-3pm 
June 29-July 2 Pickleball Camp  Keystone Park/1-3pm 
June 29-July 2 Zombie Survival Camp Keystone Park/1-3pm 
June 29-July 2 Multi-Sports Camp  Dominican University/1-4pm 
June 29-July 2 Soccer Camp  Dominican University/1-4pm 
 
JUNE SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
THURSDAY SUMMER NIGHTS:  PARTY IN THE PARK       
The first of three Party in the Park events is scheduled for Thursday, June 18, from 6:00–7:30 p.m. at Keystone 
Park. This free community event will feature live music by InFunktious, a cover band known for its funky blues-
rock sound. Attendees can also enjoy a bounce house, lawn games, and complimentary hot dogs, chips, and 
dessert. 
 
Be sure to save the dates for our remaining Party in the Park events: 

● Thursday, July 16 at Washington Commons Park 
● Thursday, August 13 at Priory Park 

 
We are grateful to Mathnasium for sponsoring all three Party in the Park events. Additionally, Urban Village 
Church and River Forest Methodist Church are sponsoring the August event. 
 
 
 



RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONIES 
Once we have dates when the Constitution and Priory Park projects will be completed, we will schedule 
Wednesday ribbon cutting ceremonies at each park. The events will be from 6:00-7:00pm, and include food and 
DJ entertainment. 















































































































Capital Projects Budget
5/1/2026 2025-2026 2025-2026 Paid 2026-2027 2027-2028 Future Unfunded

Estimated Revenues
May 1,2025 Beginning Fund Balance 4,193,152.00$        2,328,893.00$        2,402,744.00$        
Interest 130,000.00$           133,000.00$           60,000.00$             60,000.00$             

 Grants
Bond Proceeds
Other Revenue 100,000.00$           200,000.00$           
Fund Transfers 1,150,000.00$        1,150,000.00$        700,000.00$           
Total Revenues 5,573,152.00$        1,283,000.00$        3,288,893.00$        2,462,744.00$        

Estimated Expenses
Community Survey 15,000.00$             

The Depot
Repair/Replace Waiting Room  Floor 3,000.00$               
Roof Replacement 40,000.00$              
Solar Panels 40,000.00$              
Xerox Copier 10,000.00$             7,504.00$               
Office Computer Replacement 5,000.00$               5,696.00$               

Maintenance Garage
Dump Truck (replace 204 truck) 65,000.00$             

 Electrric 72" Mower 42,000.00$             
Ballfield Drag 35,000.00$             
Tractor 40,000.00$             

Centennial Park
Soccer Field Synthetic Turf xxx

Constitution Park
ConProj - Professional Services (1/3 prev budget) 110,000.00$           71,938.22$             

 ConProj - Hacianda Construction 1,084,014.00$        251,895.33$           
 ConProj - Playground Purchase 325,748.00$           325,748.00$           
 ConProj - Rubber Surface 151,700.00$           
ConProj - Romtec Shelter 144,020.00$           144,020.00$           
ConProj -Ballfield Dugouts 33,744.00$             33,744.00$             
ConProj - Drinking Fountian 8,000.00$               7,949.00$               
ConProj - Landscape Restoration 5,000.00$               
ConProj 0 Change Orders 50,000.00$             25,000.00$             

Keystone Park 
Ballfield #2 - Professional Services 20,000.00$             
Ball Field #2 - Martham Construction 530,000.00$           
Ballfield #2 - Syntetic Turf 102,049.00$           
Ballfield #2 - Chan-link Fence 25,000.00$             
Ballfield #2 - Landscape Restoration 5,000.00$               
Bathroom Epoxy Floors 6,000.00$               
Platform Tennis Courts - Court Painting  2027 25,000.00$             
Keystone West Irrigation Line Repair 5,000.00$               
Tennis Court Repair 8,000.00$               
Keystone Avenue Closure xxx

Memorial Parkway
Bean Bag Courts 25,000.00$             

Priory Park
PriPro - Profesional Services (1/3 prev budget) 40,000.00$             35,621.10$             
PriPro - Survey 5,000.00$               5,000.00$               
PriProj - BEAR Construction 1,010,133.00$        265,594.78$           

PriProj - Priory Center Floor 8,000.00$               
PriProj - Vortex Splash Pad 122,700.00$           101,696.07$           
PriProj - Shade Structure 6,200.00$               6,190.00$               
PriProj - Drinking Fountain 8,000.00$               7,949.00$               
PriProj- Change Orders 100,000.00$           66,678.00$             
Bathroom Epoxy Floors 5,100.00$               
Priory Tables and Chairs 6,000.00$               
Irrigation Pump Replacement 5,000.00$               4,835.00$               
Replace Irrigation System Lines 200,000.00$            
Seal Coat Asphalt Paths 8,000.00$               

Washington Commons

Washington Square

Washinton Triangle
Shade Structure 25,000.00$             
Concrete Pad/Sidewalk 8,000.00$               

Other
Property Purchase xxx

Seal Coat Asphalt Paths 10,000.00$             
Lightning Prediction System 50,000.00$             

Total Expenses 3,244,259.00$        1,367,058.50$        886,149.00$           150,000.00$           280,000.00$            
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