
River Forest Park District 
Regular Board Meeting  
April 14, 2025, 6:00 PM 

The Depot 
401 Thatcher Avenue, River Forest, Illinois  

 
Agenda 

 
If you would like to make the comment via Zoom, phone or email please email Michael Sletten at 
msletten@rfparks.com by 4:00 PM on Monday, April 14, 2025. 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83103503230?pwd=sqkuzzUXjj20FEcbICa9HLI58pqLVp.1 
Meeting ID: 831 0350 3230 
Passcode: 885606 
 
Join By Phone 
 
One tap mobile 
312-626-6799  
Meeting ID: 831 0350 3230 
Passcode: 885606 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
2. Roll Call – Bade, Healy, Libera, Roche and Grant 
 
3. Approval of Minutes 

 
• March 10, 2025 (motion, discussion, voice vote) 
 

4. Financial Statements Review 
 

• Financial Statement Discussion 
 

5. Approval of Disbursements 
• January (motion, discussion, roll call vote) 
• February (motion, discussion, roll call vote) 
• March (motion, discussion, roll call vote) 
 

6. Public Comment 
 

7. Correspondence to the Board 
 

8. Board Reports 
 
• General Comments (non-agenda items) 
• Liaisons 

a. Village Collaboration Committee: Roche 
b. Village: Grant 
c. Library: Libera 
d. Schools: Roche 
e. Affiliates: Bade 

• Park Captains/Park Comments 
 

9. Staff Reports 
 
• Park Services 

mailto:msletten@rfparks.com


• Recreation Services 
• Administration and Finance 
• Executive Director 

 
10. WSSRA Report 

 
11. New Business 

 
• IGA – RF Township & RFCCA (motion, discussion, roll call vote) 
• Constitution Park Play Equipment Purchase 
• Fund Transfer (motion, discussion, voice vote) 

 
12. Old Business 

 
• Capital Projects 

a. Constitution Park Project 
i. Village Board Presentation/Approval: 4/28/25 
ii. Estimated start date: 6/15/25 

b. Priory Park Project 
i. Village Presentation: 4/14/25 
ii. Estimated Village DRB Presentation: 5/1/25 
iii. Estimated Village DRB Presentation/Approval 6/5/25 
iv. Estimated Village Board Presentation/Approval: 6/23/25 
v. Estimated start date: 8/11/25 

c. Keystone Ballfield #2 Project 
d. Washington Triangle Project 

 
13. Closed Session 

 
• Approval of Minutes – March 10, 2025 (motion, discussion, voice vote) 
• The Appointment, Employment, Compensation, Discipline, Dismissal, Performance or Personal Status of 

Employees, Officers, and Legal Counsel for the Park District 
 

14. Adjournment 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 
 
 
 
The Board of Commissioners of the River Forest Park District convened at 6:00 PM on Monday, March 10, 2025 
at the River Forest Park District, 401 Thatcher Avenue, River Forest, Illinois. 

Roll call was taken with Commissioners Bade, Healy, Libera, and Grant present. Also present was Director 
Sletten and Marika Panton. 
 
Commissioner Libera moved to approve the February 10, 2025 Board Meeting Minutes, seconded by 
Commissioner Bade. President Grant clarified a comment noted in the Minutes from believed to stated. A voice 
vote followed, and the motion was approved 4-0. 
 
Public Comment: Marika Panton requested the Park District to install additional garbage cans at the Keystone 
tennis courts and install a fence screen along the north tennis court fence for privacy from Lake Street. 

Correspondence to the Board: Grant read a summary of written comments received. 
 

1. Dan Kirchner making a FOIA Request for all communication since November 1, 2024 regarding the Keystone 
Park lease proposal. 

2. Marika Panton requested the Park District to install additional garbage cans at the Keystone tennis courts 
and install a fence screen along the north tennis court fence for privacy from Lake Street. 

3. Mary Jo Taira providing comments to the Board, including difficulty in finding contacts on the Park District 
website and request for more pickleball programming and management of court time. Director Sletten 
responded to this email. 

4. Dan Kirchner requesting personal emails not be redacted in FOIA requests. 
 
Board Reports: None. 
 
WSSRA Reports: The next WSSRA Board Meeting is on 3/11 at the WSSRA Offices. Director Sletten noted that 
Commissioner Libera, Karen Stille, and himself attended the WSSRA Legislative Brunch on 2/28. Director Sletten 
noted that the WSSRA Derby Gala is on 5/3, and requested any Board Members wishing to attend to let him 
know by the April Board Meeting.  
 
Staff Reports: Staff Reports were submitted to the Board. President Grant noted he heard Trinity HS hosts a 
summer job fair. Director Sletten will reach out to Trinity HS on this event. 

New Business: Director Sletten presented the Village Sign Code regarding park signage. Permits are not required 
from governmental agencies; however, there is a sign size restriction. Director Sletten noted that Village Sign 
Code does provide parameters for signage in the parks, and recommend that the signage items are addressed on 
an individual basis. President Grant believes the Village Sign Code is sufficient for deciding park signage. 
Commissioner Libera noted she did not see any information in the Village Code referencing the temporary 
banners that are allowed to be hung on the fences, and Director Sletten stated that the banner agreement was 
drafted years ago outside the Village Sign Code. It was the consensus of the Board the Village Code provided 
enough information for determining signs in the parks. 

Director Sletten discussed staff’s recommendation to purchase a new ATV vehicle. The ATV has a $23,000 
budget in the Capital Projects Budget.  President Grant moved to approve the purchase of a new ATV and snow 
plow attachment from Burris Equipment for $29,149.47, seconded by Commissioner Libera. A roll call vote 
followed, and the motion was approved 4-0. 

Director Sletten discussed the sale of a Park District 60” John Deere mower to the Norridge Park District. The 
Park District included the mower as a trade-in for the purchase of the ATV, and the best trade-in offer received 
was $5,500. Norridge Park District has offered $6,500, and staff recommends accepting this offer. President 
Grant moved to declare the Park District’s 60” John Deere mower surplus and to sell the mower to Norridge Park 
District for $6,500, seconded by Commissioner Libera. A roll call vote followed, and the motion was approved 4-0. 

River Forest Park District 
Regular Board Meeting Minutes of 

March 10, 2025 



President Grant provided his comments on the Keystone Ballfield #2 Project. He stated that the project is not tied 
to the Dominican Agreement and the project is currently the 2025-2026 Capital Projects Budget, and he believes 
this project should continue to move forward. Director Sletten noted that half the engineering work has been 
completed, and if the project moves forward, construction would take place in the fall. Commissioners Bade and 
Healy disagreed, noting that the Keystone Ballfield #2 Project was moved up a year because of the Dominican 
Agreement discussions. Director Sletten noted that if the Keystone Ballfield #2 Project was moved back a year, 
the bidding for this project would take place next January, so engineering will begin again this fall. The Board 
discussed the need to hold a Public Meeting on this project and this should take place in May. After further 
discussion, the Board agreed to complete the engineering of the Keystone Ballfield #2 Project and use this 
information as part of a Public Meeting.  

Commissioner Bade moved to continue with the engineering of the Keystone Ballfield #2 Project; however, hold 
an on any bid documentation, seconded by Commissioner Healy. A voice vote followed, and the motion was 
approved 4-0. 

Director Sletten presented the latest draft of the Priory Park Splash Pad. Director Sletten noted there are still 
some changes to take place, and was soliciting Board feedback. The consensus of the Board was they liked the 
splash pad layout and the features proposed. Director Sletten will provide a new draft when ready. The Board 
agreed to hold a Public Meeting on this project on Tuesday, 4/1, 6:30 PM at The Depot. 

The Board discussed Marika Panton’s Keystone tennis court requests. They asked staff to review the trash can 
locations at the site. 

Commissioner Healy moved to enter into Closed Session at 7:45 PM for the appointment, employment, 
compensation, discipline, dismissal, performance or personal status of employees, officers, and legal counsel for 
the Park District, seconded by Commissioner Libera. A voice vote followed, and the motion was approved 4-0. 

The Board reconvened into Open Session at 9:26 PM. 
 
Commissioner Helay moved to adjourn at 9:31 PM, seconded by President Grant. A voice vote followed, and the 
motion was approved 4-0. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Michael J. Sletten, Secretary          
 

































































































 
 

River Forest Park District 

Memo 
To: Board of Commissioners 

From: John Beto 

CC:        Michael Sletten 

Date: 4/14/2025 

Re: April Board Report- Park Services 

 
Batting Cages: The Keystone batting cages were open on 3/15. The temporary batting cage has been installed 
and is open at Keystone Ballfield #1. New soft-toss stations will be installed this month. 
 
Baseball Fields: The ballfields have been set up, including the fields dragged, equipment boxes cleaned and 
stocked, and the Keystone ballfield outfield fences installed. During the RFYBS season, the infields will be 
dragged twice a week.  
 
Soccer Fields: The soccer fields have been set up including lining the fields and installing the goals. Staff is 
scheduled to aerate and slit seed the soccer fields on 4/14 & 4/15 to take advantage of the off weekend for 
Easter.  
 
Bathrooms: The Park bathrooms were open on 4/1. Priory and Washington hours are 7:00am-7:30pm daily, 
and Keystone hours are 7:00am-9:00pm daily.     
 
Parks: The tree rings and fence lines are in the process of being edged and mulched, and this will be 
completed by the end of the month.  
 
   
 
 



 
 

River Forest Park District 

 

Memo 
To: Board of Commissioners 

From: Karen Stille, Superintendent of Recreation, Ellie Olayo, Recreation Manager, Ethan Gutzmer, Athletic 
Manager 

CC: Michael Sletten 

Date: 4/14/2025 

Re: April Board Report – Recreation Services  

 
Summer Fun Guide 
The Summer Fun Guide will be available online on Monday, April 21st with registration opening on April 28th.  
This Guide will include all summer programs and special events.   
Summer Camp registration opened on March 3rd with registration filling up quickly.   
 
Youth Athletic Spring Programs 
Basketball Gametime (ages 3-8):  This popular program has 21 kids enrolled.  Coach Tom and his team of 
coaches are back to teach another basketball session at Keystone Park on Wednesdays.   
 
Jr. T-Ball (ages 3-6):  This program has 24 participants enrolled and is held at Washington Commons Park on 
Thursdays. All Star Sports Instruction staff will engage all players by keeping them moving and learning.   
 
Jr. Adult Tot Sports (ages 2-3):  This program has 18 participants enrolled and is held at Washington Commons 
Park on Thursdays. All Star Sports Instruction staff will engage all players and parents, providing a fun and 
inclusive environment. 
 
Chicago Edge Soccer (ages 4-6):  Soccer classes take place at Keystone Park West on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. Currently, 40 kids are registered.  
 
Flag Football (ages 5-11):  Hot Shots Sports offers Pee Wee and Junior Flag Football on Fridays at Washington 
Commons Park.  
 
Youth Ultimate Frisbee League (ages 9-13):  Chicago Union is running a Youth Ultimate Frisbee League on 
Wednesdays at Willard South Field. There are currently 15 participants registered for the spring session.  
 
Tae Kwon Do (ages 4-6, 7-12):  Grandmaster Jerry Kidd is coaching another session of Tae Kwon Do out of 
The Depot on Friday afternoons. These sessions always tend to draw good numbers with currently 10 people 
enrolled in each session, hitting its max limit for each class! 
 
Adult-Tot Spring Programs 
Tinkergarten (ages 18 months-5 years):  This outdoor adult-tot class is designed to help kids learn to recognize 
emotions in themselves and others.  Instructor Amy Carson will lead kids and their grownups through seven 
playful, purposeful outdoor learning sessions following Tinkergarten’s spring “Empathy” curriculum.  Classes 
take place at Centennial Park on Monday mornings with 14 adult-child couples.   
 



Color Me Happy with Kidcreate Studio (ages 18 months-6 years):  Kids will create 3D artwork, use a special 
spin-art technique, and get messy with fingerpaint.  This class takes place on Wednesday mornings at The 
Depot.   
 
Spring Dance Program 
The spring dance recital will be held on April 24th at Lincoln Elementary School.  It is 1950’s themed, titled “At 
the Sock Hop”.  The dancers practice on Tuesdays and Thursday afternoons at The Depot.   
There will be 4 separate groups of dancers: 
“My 1st Dance” for kids under 3 with their caregiver 
“Beginner Dance” for kids ages 3-4 years 
“Intermediate Dance” for kids ages 5-6 years 
“Next Level Dance” for kids ages 7-8 years 
Each group will dance 2 songs each and all together they will dance a surprise song, for a total of 9 dance 
performances and 18 dancers. 
 
April School Day Off Programs 
District 90 students are off of school on Friday, April 18th.  On days when kids are off of school, they can come 
on over to The Depot for a fun day of programs.  For the first half of the day, kids can participate in a LEGO 
Camp from 9am-1pm.  For the second half of the day, kids will become scientists in our fun Extreme STEAM 
class from 1pm-4pm.  18 kids are currently registered for the School Day Off Programs.   
 
Adult Athletic Spring Programs 
Women’s Platform Tennis Travel Southwest League (ages 18+):  The Spring Southwest Travel League is 
scheduled to begin on Monday, April 9th.  We have 4 teams registered to play.  
 
Women’s Platform Tennis House League (ages 18+): The Spring House League is scheduled to begin on 
Monday, April 7nd. We are full with 48 players.   
 
Platform Tennis Lessons:  Co-ed 3.0 (ages 18+):  Jennifer Thomas continues to teach platform tennis lessons. 
She is currently teaching Co-ed 3.0 with 5 participants enrolled.  
 
Adult Co-Ed Bocce Ball League (ages 18+):  The spring bocce league begins on Saturday, April 12th. We have 
8 teams registered.   
 
Adult Tennis Lessons (ages 18+): Our new tennis instructor, Marika Panton, will be teaching advanced beginner 
and intermediate cardio tennis this Spring at the Keystone Tennis Courts. Currently, 19 people are registered for 
3 sessions.  
 
Indoor Pickleball Social & Open Play (ages 18+):  Pickleball instructor, Kelly Frank has run a successful 
pickleball program out of the River Forest Community Center. His last class for this session will be on 4/24 and 
we have 36 participants.  
 
Pickleball Arsenal Drill Sessions (ages 18+): Anne Mache is beginning her spring pickleball on 4/23 at the 
Keystone Tennis Courts. She currently has 26 people enrolled.  
 
April Special Events 
 
VIP Bunny Experience 
This is a resident only event held at The Depot on Saturday, April 19th.  This VIP Experience is SOLD OUT with 
66 kids and their families.  Families attending this event will enjoy face painting, a balloon twister, goodie bags, 
donuts, a private egg hunt, and most importantly, meet with the Bunny for a picture.  
 
Community Egg Hunt 
This is a FREE community egg hunt on Saturday, April 19th at 11am at Keystone Park West.  Kids ages 2-10 
can join the bunny at the park to search for hundreds of candy and sticker-filled eggs.  Keystone Park West will 
be divided into 3 sections by age. 
 
 
 



Des Plaines River Cleanup 
The annual River Cleanup is scheduled for Saturday, April 26th from 8am-10am.  Volunteer your time to clean 
up the Des Plaines Riverbank and Thatcher Woods.  Clean up bags, disposable gloves, and first aid supplies 
will be available at both the River Forest Park District and the Trailside Museum of Natural History. This event is 
rain or shine. 
 
Birthday Parties 
Birthday parties were introduced to the Park District in 2008.  As of the end of the 2024-2025 fiscal year, we are 
at 10 booked parties for the year. We now offer a Basic party package and Ultimate party package. We 
anticipate seeing growth for the 2025-2026 fiscal year with our updated party package options.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 River Forest Park District 

Memo 
To: Board of Commissioners 

From: Michael Sletten 

Date: 4/14/25 

Re: April Board Report 

Reports 
 
Staff Reports: Included are the Staff Reports.  
 
WSSRA Report: The next WSSRA Board Meeting is Tuesday, May 13th, at the WSSRA offices.  
 
WSSRA’s annual Derby Gala is Saturday, 5/3, 4-7PM in River Grove. Please let me know if any Board 
Member is interested in attending. 
 

New Business 
 
IGA – RFCCA and River Forest Township: Attached is the IGA regarding the facility maintenance for Two 
Gale Plaza. 8020 Madison Street, River Forest IL. The RFCCA approved and signed the IGA at their April 8th 
Board Meeting. The IGA has been reviewed by the Park District Attorney, Ancel Glink (Note: Ancel Glink also 
represents the RFCCA). 
 
The IGA is retroactive April 1, 2025, and Park District staff will be touring the facility on April 28th. 
 
Motion recommended to approve the IGA between the River Forest Park District and the River Forest 
Civic Center Authority for facility maintenance. 
 
Constitution Park Play Equipment Purchase: Attached is the Sourewell Quote for the purchase of the 
playground equipment for Constitution Park.  
 
Motion required to authorized the purchase of the playground equipment for Constitution Park for 
$325,748.00 through Sourewell. 
 
Fund Transfer: This action is required annually in April to shift funds from our General/Corporate & Recreation 
Funds to our Capital Fund or one of our smaller operation funds.   
 
Motion required to approve the transfer of $1.200,000.00 out of our General/Corporate Fund, with 
$1,190,000.00 transferred into our Capital Fund and $10,000.00 transferred into our Special Recreation 
Fund. 
 

Old Business 
 

Constitution Park Project: At their 4/3 meeting, the DRB Board approved the Constitution Park Project 
with 3 conditions: 
 

• The Park District install a camera in the park. 



• The Park District install an AED in the park. 
• The Park District install an Ordinance sign in the park. 

 
The Park District is scheduled to present the project to the Village Board for approval on 4/28. 
 
Priory Park Project: Staff will be presenting the Priory Park Project to the Village Board on 4/14. 
 
Keystone Ballfield #2: The plans are 75% complete, and staff is currently reviewing the plans before the 
final document is drafted.  

 
Other: 

 
2023-2024 Audit: The Auditor will be presenting the 2023-2024 Audit to the Board at the May Board 
Meeting. 

 





















ALL PURCHASE ORDERS, CONTRACTS, AND 

CHECKS TO BE MADE OUT TO:

LANDSCAPE STRUCTURES, INC.

601 7TH STREET SOUTH

DELANO, MN 55328 U.S.A.

763-972-3391   800-328-0035

Fax: 763-972-3185

Page 1 of 3

LSI SOURCEWELL#: 010521

BILL TO: SHIP TO:

River Forest Park District TBD

401 Thatcher Ave.

River Forest, IL 60305

Attn: Accounts Payable

PROJECT NAME:   Constitution Park

CALL 24 HOURS PRIOR TO DELIVERY:  

QTY. NO. DESCRIPTION EACH TOTAL

5-12 Year Olds Play Equipment

1 111345A Bridge/Ramp Transition Bracket 395$               

1 120325A Ramp Berm Exit Plate Concrete Wall 550                 

5 156232A Ramp w/Guardrails w/Curbs Meets ASTM 5,635              28,175            

1 193171A SwiggleKnots Bridge w/Grab Bar Attached to Deck DB Only 8,445              

1 175573A Log Stepper 24"Deck w/1 Recycled Wood-Grain 

Handhold Right Handhold

2,945              

1 175574B Log Stepper 32"Deck w/2 Recycled Wood-Grain 

Handholds 1 Handloop Right Handhold

5,755              

1 160420A The Peak Rock Climber DB Only 9,090              

1 164078A Ring Tangle 8" Difference Deck Heights 3,065              

1 CP009571 SINGLE WOOD-GRAIN HANDHOLD CEDAR/MINK 770                 

1 CP004765A DTR PB 7-Post Netplex w/RPL Wood-Grain Accent Panels 18,300            

1 CP000337A DTR PB Recycled Wood-Grain Barrier w/Telescope 6,480              

1 CP035841 SEEKER CLIMBER 40" DECK TO NETPLEX® 

equal 40" height. Includes 1-barrier handhold on 

deck side only.

7,855              

1 152911B Curved Transfer Module Right 40"Dk DB 3,695              

5 178710A Hexagon Tenderdeck 3,925              19,625            

1 121948A Kick Plate 8"Rise 150                 

5 191031A Accessible Panel Curb 145                 725                 

1 115236A Ball Maze Panel Above Deck 1,645              

1 160694A Barrier With Infill Panel 825                 

1 164094A Bongo Reach Panel Above Deck 1,195              

1 127953A Handhold Panel Set 370                 

1 129043A Image Reach Panel Above Deck 1,230              

1 177718A Rain Sound Wheel Panel Above Deck 2,880              

2 169319A Recycled Wood-Grain Lumber Panel 1,650              3,300              

1 164148A Ring-A-Bell Reach Panel Above Deck 1,310              

1 271911A Disc Net Climber w/Alpine Slide 7-Post DB Only 36,645            

1 111357A Chinning Bar Alum DB 720                 

1 166809A E-Pod Seat 415                 

1 153165A Stationary Cycler Accessible 655                 

April 9, 2025



Constitution Park, River Forest

April 9, 2025

Page 2 of 3

5-12 Year Olds Play Equipment (Continued….)

7 111404G 100"Alum Post DB 390$               2,730$            

6 111404F 108"Alum Post DB 395                 2,370              

4 111404E 116"Alum Post DB 415                 1,660              

1 111404D 124"Alum Post DB 475                 

1 111404C 132"Alum Post DB 495                 

1 111404A 148"Alum Post DB 530                 

1 154883D 221"Steel Post (60" Bury) For CoolTopper Single 

Post Pyramid Roof

1,050              

2 154883A 265"Steel Post (60" Bury) For CoolTopper Single 

Post Pyramid Roof

1,315              2,630              

2 111405H 50"Alum Flush Post w/Turtle Cap DB 550                 1,100              

2 111404J 76"Alum Post DB 345                 690                 

4 111404I 84"Alum Post DB 360                 1,440              

2 111404H 92"Alum Post DB 370                 740                 

3 154884A CoolToppers Single Post Pyramid Roof DB Only 4,415$            13,245            

1 123333A Rollerslide 40"Dk DB 10,090            

1 156435A Hemisphere Climber DB Only 16,355            

1 173908A Log Stepper 18"Height DB Only 1,305              

1 171570A Mushroom Stepper 16"Height DB Only 1,255              

1 171571A Mushroom Stepper 20"Height DB Only 1,650              

1 138871A Sway Fun Wheelchair Glider 16"Height 21,810            

1 182503C Welcome Sign (LSI Provided) Ages 5-12 years DB -                  

Subtotal 248,830$        

ALSO:

1 307431A Fox Den Hangouts DB Only 20,785$          

1 248819A We-Go-Round w/Perf Panels - 2 seats DB Only 38,990            

Subtotal 59,775$          

2-Panel Freestanding Sensory Wall

1 168662A Marble Panel 2,430$            

1 168104A Optigear Panel 4,040              

2 168100A Sensory Play Center Wall DB 1,785$            3,570              

2 168101A Sensory Play Center Wall End DB 1,185              2,370              

3 168661A Sensory Play Station Plate -                  

12,410$          

Outdoor Musical Instruments

1 214438A Rhapsody Animato Metallophone DB 6,240$            

1 214445A Rhapsody Kettle Drum DB 1,960              

Subtotal 8,200$            



Constitution Park, River Forest

April 9, 2025

Page 3 of 3

New 4-Place Single Post Swing Set

1 Belt Seat, 2 Full Bucket Seats and 1 ADA

1 174018A Belt Seat Proguard Chains 8' Beam 165$               

2 176038A Full Bucket Seat Proguard Chains 8' Beam 465$               930                 

1 177351A Molded Bucket Seat (5-12 yrs) w/Harness Proguard 

Chains 8' Beam

1,140              

1 177332A Single Post Swing Frame 8' Beam 1,630              

1 177333A Single Post Swing Frame Addtl Bay 8' Beam  1,210              

Subtotal 5,075$            

Equipment Subtotal 334,290$        

Contract Discount - 8% (26,743)           

Shipping Costs 18,201            

Equipment Total 325,748$        

Signature                                                    Title                                              Date

RVF25CNS1.JLF

Please include a copy of your Sales Tax Exemption Certificate with Order Placement.  Sales 

Tax will be charged, if applicable.

TERMS:  We acknowledge we are purchasing the above equipment through the above-referenced Discount 

Contract Buying Program and acknowledge that Landscape Structures is the Vendor; and as such, Purchase 

Orders and Payments are to be made out to Landscape Structures.

Above prices includes Shipping Cost but not installation.

Above prices are subject to change.
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